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- geostrategic employment towards the East, particularly with China, which has become its largest
- energy security

- Russian foreign policy energy partner, albeit with increasing dependency risks. Russia also
- gas pipelines maintained its influence in Central Asia by controlling transit
corridors and pipeline infrastructure, while the relationship with
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security architecture, despite structural transformations and Western

sanctions.
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3) Energy Institute (EI), Statistical Review of World Energy, ed. 74th, Energy Institute, (United
Kingdom, 2025), p. 21-26.
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(DIrina Mironova, Russia’s Coal Sector: Between Sanctions and the Global Energy Transition,
Energy Innovation Reform Project (EIRP), (United States, 2024), p. 4.
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(D State Atomic Energy Corporation Rosatom, Years of Russian Nuclear Industry: Key
Operating Results, (Russian Federation, 2024), p. 10.
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idUSKBN19P0OVC, last visited: 2025/7/27.
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1) Anton Getze and Oleg Morgunov, Analytical Credit Rating Agency (ACRA), ACRA affirms
AAA(RU) to Gazprom Capital LLC: outlook stable and affirms credit ratings of its bond
issues, (Russian Federation, 2025), p. 1.

@) Olga Khrushcheva, Controversies of Putin’s Energy Policy: The Problem of Foreign Investment
and Long-Term Development of Russia’s Energy Sector, Central European Journal of
International and Security Studies, Metropolitan University Prague, No. 1, (Czech Republic,
2012), p. 169.
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International Accounting Standards: IFRS 1 — First-time Adoption of International Financial
Reporting Standards, (United Kingdom, 2024), p. 2.

® Vitaly Yermakov, Follow the Money: Understanding Russia’s Oil and Gas Revenues, The
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies (OIES), (United Kingdom, 2024), p. 2.
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@ Ppublic Joint Stock Company Novatek (PAO Novatek), Annual Report 2024, (Russian
Federation, 2025), p. 62.

@ Vitaly Yermakov, Arctic LNG 2: The Litmus Test for Sanctions against Russian LNG, The
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies (OIES), (United Kingdom, 2024), p. 5.

® Rosneft Oil Company, Summary Interim Consolidated Financial Statements, for the three
months ended, March 31, 2025, (Russian Federation, 2025), p. 3
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@ Alexander Gusev and Kirsten Westphal, Russian Energy Policies Revisited: Assessing the
Impact of the Crisis in Ukraine on Russian Energy Policies and Specifying the Implications
for German and EU Energy Policies, SWP — German Institute for International and Security
Affairs,( Berlin, 2015), p. 11.

@ Rosneft Oil Company, General Shareholders Meeting on 2024 Results — (Official
Notification, Russian Federation, 2025), p. 3.

® Public Joint Stock Company Oil company —Lukoil, The Art of Producing Energy:
Sustainability Report for 2024, (Russian Federation, 2024), p. 9.
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1) James Henderson, Gazprom: From Rent Distributor to Tax Collector? The Oxford Institute
for Energy Studies,( United Kingdom, 2024), p. 7.

2) Rosneft Oil Company, Sustained Excellence: Annual Report 2024, (Russian Federation,
2024), p. 6.

3) United States Energy Information Administration (EIA), Country Analysis Brief: Russia,
U.S. Department of Energy,( United States, 2024), p. 5.
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@ Alexander Gusev and Kirsten Westphal, Op. Cit., p. 6.

@ Anne-Sophie Corbeau and Tatiana Mitrova, Russia’s Gas Export Strategy: Adapting to
the New Reality, Center on Global Energy Policy, Columbia University, (United States, 2024),
p.3.
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@ Tal Tovy, The Changing Nature of Geostrategy, 1900-2000: The Evolution of a New
Paradigm, 1st ed., Air University Press, Air Force Research Institute, Maxwell Air Force Base,
(United States, 2015), p. 21.
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@ Tim Skurbaty, "Understanding the EU-Russia Energy Relations: Conflictual Issues of the ED
and the ECT", Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Department of Political Science, Lund University,
(Kingdom of Sweden, 2007), p. 20.
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Ugne Keliauskaite (and others), Europe urgently needs a common strategy on Russian gas: An
uncoordinated approach threatens EU energy security and the green transition, (Belgium,
2025), p. 2.
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1) sSaban Halis and Vanessa Tinker, Russian Foreign Policy, Eurasian Research Institute,
(Kazakhstan, 2022), p. 140-143.
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International Energy Agency (IEA), U.S. shale oil prospects, 2010-2024, 2019, available on web:
https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/us-shale-oil-prospects-2010-2024, last  visited:
2025/2/24.
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1) Pezard Stephanie, U.S. Strategic Competition with Russia: A RAND Research Primer,
RAND Corporation, (United States, 2022), p. 2-3.
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@ Erica Downs, Hearing on an Emerging China-Russia Axis: Implications for the United
States in an Era of Strategic Competition, Testimony before the U.S.-China Economic and
Security Review Commission, Center for Naval Analyses, (United States, 2019), p. 1-2.

@ Qrganization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), OPEC Monthly Oil Market
Report, (Austria:2024), p. 26.

® U.S. Energy Information Administration, China: International Energy Data and Statistics,
United States, 2025, available on web:
https://www.eia.gov/international/content/analysis/countries_long/China/.
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Erica Downs, China’s Oil Demand, Imports and Supply Security, Testimony before the U.S.-
China Economic and Security Review Commission, Center on Global Energy Policy,
Columbia University, (United States, 2025), p.3.
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@ Buru Gultekin-Punsmann, Black Sea Regional Policy Approach: A Potential Contributor to
European Energy Security, Policy Department External Policies, Directorate General
External Policies of the Union, European Parliament, (Kingdom of Belgium, 2007), p. 3.

© Giulia Cretti, The Caspian Sea Region: A Renewable Hub for European Energy Security?
Clingendael — Netherlands Institute of International Relations, (The Netherlands, 2025), p. 5.
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@ Farrukh Aminov (and others), The Role of Oil and Gas Sectors in the Socio-Economic
Development of Southern Parts of Uzbekistan, Journal of Geology and Geophysics, Karshi
Engineering Economic Institute, No. 3, (Uzbekistan, 2024), p. 1-2.

() ZHihai Xie, China’s Energy Infrastructure Development in Central Asia and Its Impact on
Regional Energy Supply and Geopolitics, Journal of Inter-Regional Studies: Regional and
Global Perspectives, Faculty of International Society Studies, Keio University, No. 4, (Japan,
2021), p. 1.
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Conclusion:
Energy has constituted one of the most important pillars of geostrategic power in

contemporary Russian foreign policy. It is no longer confined to its economic
dimension as a source of revenue; rather, it has evolved into a structural instrument
for consolidating Russian influence and reshaping regional and international
balances. The study demonstrates that Russia has adopted a dual energy strategy that
combines the political and economic use of energy, enabling it to manage its
international relations through a carefully calibrated equation of conditional
interdependence.

The analysis further shows that Russia’s geographical position and extensive
hydrocarbon resources have provided it with significant strategic advantages,
allowing it to influence supply and export routes in Europe and Central Asia. Russia
has also employed major pipeline projects as instruments for expanding its
geopolitical influence. Nevertheless, the Russian-Ukrainian war and the Western
sanctions imposed since 2022 marked a decisive turning point, prompting Moscow
to redirect its energy orientation eastward toward China, India, and the countries of
Central Asia.

Based on the foregoing, the study reaches the following conclusions:

1. Energy has become a central instrument of Russian foreign policy, extending
beyond its economic function to serve as a means of projecting power and securing
strategic influence.

2. The effectiveness of this geostrategic employment varies according to the
geopolitical environment. It is more pronounced in Europe and Central Asia, while
it is more complex in Russia’s relations with the United States, China, and Turkey.
3. Western sanctions and transformations in global energy markets have compelled
Russia to pursue strategic alternatives, most notably by deepening its partnership
with China and expanding its presence in Asia.

4. Despite the efforts of importing states to diversify their energy sources and reduce
dependence on Russia, its geographical position and vast resources will continue to
make it a major actor in the global energy security equation.

5. The future of Russia’s role will remain dependent on its ability to balance the use
of energy as an instrument of influence with the need to preserve market stability
and maintain its position as a major energy power.
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