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Conclusion:

Consociationalism represents a practical mechanism for exercising political action
and managing authority. It constitutes a set of mechanisms and methods designed to
regulate competition and conflict over power in societies characterized by
fragmented and non-harmonious social pluralism. This is achieved through
consensus-building and negotiated settlements among groups representing sectarian
and societal components. Based on the discussion presented in this study regarding
the advantages and disadvantages of the Iraqi consociational experience, it can be
concluded that it has not achieved complete success. While it succeeded in certain
cases, it significantly failed in others.

Evaluating the lIragi consociational experience requires a re-engineering and
restructuring of the system’s mechanisms and practices, as well as a transition from
consociational arrangements toward a form of democracy governed by a political
majority, detached from narrow sub-identities. However, such a transition
necessitates a participatory political culture and a deeply envisioned political will
capable of shaping Iraq’s future amid the surrounding challenges and crises. These
challenges require political maturity either to overcome them or, at the very least, to
navigate them with minimal losses.

The study reached several conclusions regarding Iraq’s consociational experience:

1. This experience is relatively recent in Iraq’s political practice. Iraqi society had
previously endured prolonged military dominance over governance during the republican
era, in addition to the dictatorship of successive regimes.

2. Iraq’s post-2003 reality imposed the adoption of consociational democracy. The
U.S. occupation forces intervened in institutionalizing the consociational model as a
mechanism for political governance in post-2003 Irag, emphasizing the inclusion of all
societal components in political participation.

3. The consociational formula in Iraq witnessed deviations in implementation, which
led to the paralysis of some parliamentary functions. Many laws were obstructed under the
pretext of consensus, and the oversight role was likewise weakened due to the quota-based
distribution of positions.

4. The Iragi consociational experience has been marked by numerous shortcomings,
most notably the practices of the ruling elite, which transformed democracy from a
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framework of political consensus among components into a system of quota-sharing based
on ethnic, religious, or sectarian affiliation.

5. Despite the shortcomings and flaws of the consociational experience in post-2003
Iraq, it represented a preferable option compared to political chaos, violence, and terrorism.
It also served as a suitable alternative to the negative traditions and authoritarian history
that characterized the state prior to 2003.

Recommendations

1. A necessary transition from quota-based democracy to civil democracy, through
building solid democratic foundations and mechanisms. This requires strengthening
governmental performance with deeper democratic practices and ensuring justice in the
distribution of state resources among all components, regardless of narrow affiliations or
political orientations, while upholding integrity and equality.

2. Activating the role of civil society institutions in consolidating a participatory
political culture, and transitioning from a component-based society toward a civil society
that forms the solid foundation of democracy at political, social, and cultural levels.

3. Completing institutional construction within the Iraqi political system, particularly
with regard to the Federation Council, which represents the second chamber of Iraq’s
legislative authority.

4, Adopting a transitional phase that concludes once its requirements are fulfilled,
without institutionalizing it permanently, in order to achieve an acceptable degree of
societal cohesion among Iragi components. This is especially important considering that
some components suffer from isolation that generates alienation, with profound
implications for Iragi national security.

5. Addressing political deviations in the functioning of state institutions by improving
institutional performance. The fragility and weakness of accountability procedures within
the political system constitute destructive forces undermining emerging democracy and
require substantial efforts to ensure its sustainability and development.

6. Activating national reconciliation policies as a fundamental necessity before
Initiating a transition toward a civil democracy based on political majority rule. The
presence of societal components that perceive themselves as targeted, excluded, or
marginalized by the political system represents a serious obstacle and challenge to
democratic transition.
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