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Articleinfo. Abstract: A 2008 study defines escalation as "an increase in the
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intensity or scope of a conflict beyond a threshold(s) that one or more
of the participants consider significant.”" Escalation in any of these

-- Accepted 23 Aug. 2026 situations involves a conflict worsening in some way, transforming it
- Final Proofreading 18 Aug. 2026 into something different, such as a regional war becoming a global
- Available online:30. Sep. 2026 one, or a regional war rising to new levels of violence. Simply put,
ngf'z‘;‘:g{lgs escalation in the geopolitical sense is a significant jump in the intensity
- major powers. of a confrontation, although the nature of this jump—its significance
- international order. and severity—may vary.

- strategic objectives. Therefore, we see that the escalation has become more operational

57026 THIS 1S AN OPEN ACCESS than ever before, given the rush of international powers in two

ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY License identical directions: _ L
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  © First: Taking the necessary steps to overcome the impossibility of

a controlled response to the strategic ascent of particular international
B powers.

o Second: Contributing to reshaping the geostrategic context of
international relations/politics as a whole, framing the movement of
international interaction after becoming accustomed to the
distribution of resources of the combined international force.
Especially when confronting challenges, between multiple points of
concentration, not at one point of high concentration, and between
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points of deployment, not at the point of maximum practical

deployment.
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1) Lawrence A. Kuznar & Other’s, Escalation Management in 215t Century Operations in
the Information Environment, white paper, June, 2021, P: 6 - 7

2 ) Paul K. Davis & Peter J.E. Stan , Concept and Models of Escalation, Report, The Rand
strategy Assessment center, Santa Monica — California, May,1984, P: 4.
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Paul K. Davis & Peter J.E. Stan , Concept and Models of Escalation, Report, the Rand strategy
Assessment center, Santa Monica — California, May 1984, P 5-6.
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1) Paul K. Davis & Peter J.E. Stan, Op. Cit, P:3.

2) Lawrence A. Kuznar & Other’s, Op. Cit, P:6.

%) Andrew Radin & Other’s, A Vocabulary of Escalation: a primer on the Escalation literature
for military planners, Research Report, Rand, Santa Monica — Calif, 2024, P:2.
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Andrew Radin & Other’s, A Vocabulary of Escalation: A primer on the Escalation literature
for military planners, Research Report, Rand, Santa Monica — Calif, 2024, P:3.
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1) Ibid, P:3.
2') Stephan Fruhling, Managing Escalation: missile defense - Strategy and U.S alliance,
International affairs, Vol: 92, No:1, 2016, P:90.
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Michael J. Mazarr & Other’s, understanding Escalation: A framework for evaluating the
Escalatory Risks of policy Actions, Research Report, Rand corporation, Santa Monica-Calif,
2025, P:13-109.
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1 Michael J. Mazarr & Other’s, OP ,Cit , P:18.
2) Maximilian Hoell & Other’s, Escalation De- Escalation and interna war deterrence,
workshop summary, (Center for global security research, California, April 3 — 4 2024), P:5.
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Andrew Radin and Other’s, A Vocabulary of Escalation: A Primer on the Escalation
Literature for Military Planners, Research Report, Rand corporation, Santa Monica-Calif, 2024,
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Raphael S. Cohen & Other’s, the future of warfare in 2030: project overview and conclusions,
Document, Rand corporation: Santa Monica — California, 2020 ,P:63-64.
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Conclusion:

Ultimately, as we go beyond the analytical limitations imposed by short
observations of current events, researchers generally face a real difficulty in deriving
clear laws or directions. Empires have collapsed which caused the collapse of
certain™ ideas. In addition, there is a lack of the analytical tools needed to construct
a conceptual of the contemporary world, or more specifically, of a universalism
capable of interpreting real-time global realities from a global perspective.

In any case, we considered escalation according to David Hume. Hume said that
it is based on "good judgment and clarity of reasoning", in application of the law of
self-preservation, if we assume that escalation is a natural state and not an intentional
one. Here the moves within the framework defined by Raymond Aron and the
philosopher (Kant) as peace through the two parts of “peace by war" or "peace by
empire". Both are based on escalation for the sake of calm and escalation for victory.

¢ First: Escalation is like leadership about finding a balance between fear and
idealism. It is the quickly dissolved and abandoned bonds of gratitude with the first
call to self-interest, so fear of consequences makes escalation a more powerful tool
of control. If we adopt the Machiavellian approach.

+ Second: There is a multipolar, multi-civilizational world that includes three
superpowers competing to win a planet whose resources are shrinking. Here,
escalation is a self-evident to compete. When each power acts it creates its own
world. Also, the reason for the existence to of each is regime, the expansion of its
rationality and its fundamental vision representing the highest levels of virtue.

« Third: One advantage of escalation is point a central fact about international
relations, even when excluding others from the area of focus. Moreover, the focus —
escalation — excludes common interests of states and traditions that are concerned
with their common moral obligations. Therefore, we have come to consider
international politics in all its aspects as a counterpoint between the realism or
Machiavellian interpretation. This interpretation emphasizes the conflict between
states, and the rational and the grotesque interpretation “relative to Grotius". It
stresses cooperation and communication between states, and the revolutionary or
Kantian interpretation with a focus on the unity and solidarity of human beings and
their "relationalism".

¢ Fourthly, and finally, if security is destroyed to use all the highest political goals
in the struggle for self-preservation, this is evident in every "escalation™ of war. Yet,
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permanent security among many powers depends on their adherence to a common
moral standard, to develop the scheme of the economies of geographical regions and
groups of states.

Tools & Means —

Escalation and Multilateralism and Unity of Purpose 7= frm

Fields e

360



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 2 (43) (2026) 339-262

1 sdlaal)

e fially Ayl gl 1Yl

COapEl pslall el lallAea il s thes i caaad) allall pUaill 8 Bslaudly Aaldl 1 S Q) (Uls 2L L1
(2009 «35,)

Bl byg ) ecdials @Sl e tdgppall M 4l cgupdally galadl A (A pludly coall eyl alagi 2
(2018

Al A+ cugll) e gl dani o(JsY) all) ablies zoed thadlinly o (OeiAly Gfigyue iy .3
(2019 ssle ¢ i yaal

(2013 13 cdan il L yal) Aadaiall 1g y) ¢8Rl 1) than i eddgall lBDlall b Lpessead) lylall ¢yl 28 .4
(2006 Lalad cdan ill Ayl dadaiall ¢ cag ) esalanall desa iy dansi ¢ galall Ganill (hate ¢ g0 JHS .S
tig ) canl) dan) = ale uly tSY) Ge dans ¢ L)l Dnlaghally gl 2 jaie selg  ain gyia .6
(2025 ¢ S anlsY) Sl

scluhally Eigadd) (Ll

s cdelend Blu tdens hiolaa) 2l lghaas ool Aubis tlgia Joall dateci Lo (o (msill iy uasll .1
(2025 Gole claband) dadyyg SaS yad) S5 2 k) (T3 saall (13 alad) e il

(laband) g GBI coall Sl 1 k) (47 22ad) (12 alaal) ¢t Aaa Balall Aplai Jon cJolen by .2
(2024 s

References:

First: Arabic and Translated Books

1) Parag Khanna ,The second world: Power and power in the new world order (1st ed., Trans.),
(Beirut: Arab House of Science Publishers ,2009).

2) Thomas Barnett, War and peace in the twenty-first century (A. K. Nassif, Trans.; 1st ed.), (
Syria: Dar Al-Fargad , 2018)

3) Joseph Henrotin ,et al. War and strategy: Approaches and concepts (Part one) (A. Munir, Trans.;
1st ed.),( Kuwait: World of Knowledge Series, 2019).

4) David Boucher, Political theories in international relations (R. Al-Qaoun, Trans.; 1st ed.), (
Beirut: Arab Translation Organization ,2013).

5) Karl Popper, The logic of scientific research (M. Al-Baghdadi, Trans.; 1st ed.), ( Beirut: Arab
Translation Organization ,2006).

6) Henry Kissinger ,Kissinger’s rules: In the state, diplomacy and crises (Y. Amer & A. Zahid,
Trans.; 1st ed.), (Beirut: Academic Center for Research , 2025).

Second: Research and Studies

361



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 2 (43) (2026) 339-262

1) Alexander Wunt, Chaos is what states make: The politics of power as a social construct (S.
Ismail, Trans.), Journal of Arab Politics, Vol:13, No :73 , 2025 .
2) Raja Bahloul, On the conspiracy theory, Tebin Magazine, Vol :12, No: 47, 2024.

Third: Enghlish References:

1. Alexandra T. Evans & Other’s, managing Escalation, Research Report, Rand corporation, Santa
Monica — California,2024.

2. Andrew Radin & Other’s, A Vocabulary of Escalation: a primer on the Escalation literature for
military planners, Research Report, Rand, Santa Monica — Calif, 2024.

3. Don Casler & Tyler Jost, Lost in transmission: Bureaucracy, noise and communication in
international politics, international security« VVol: 4, No: 4, 2025.

4. Herbert Lin, Escalation Dynamics and Conflict Termination in cyberspace, strategic studies
Quarterly, Fall 2012.

5. Kyle Beardsley & Other’s, Escalation management in the early stages of international crisis,
paper written for strategic multilayer assessment's 21% century strategic deterrence frameworks
project supporting,19 November,2024.

6. Lawrence A. Kuznar & Other’s, Escalation Management in 21 Century Operations in the
Information Environment, white paper, June, 2021.

7. Maximilian Hoell & Other’s, Escalation De- Escalation and interna war deterrence, workshop
summary, center for global security research, California, April 3 — 4 2024.

8. Michael J. Mazarr & Other’s, understanding Escalation: A framework for evaluating the
Escalatory Risks of policy Actions, Research Report, Rand corporation, Santa Monica-Calif, 2025.
9. Nathan Beauchamp Mustafaga & Other’s, Mission Command with Chinese Characteristics? :
Exploring Chinese Military Thinking About Command and Control in Future Warfare , Research
Report, Rand corporation, Santa Monica-Calif, 2025 .

10. Paul K. Davis & Peter J.E. Stan , Concept and Models of escalation, Report, the rand strategy
Assessment center, Santa Monica — California, May 1984.

11. Raphael S. Cohen & Other’s, the future of warfare in 2030: project overview and conclusions,
Document, Rand corporation, Santa Monica — California, 2020.

12. Rex W. Douglass & Other’s, what is Escalation: measuring crisis dynamics in international
relations with human and lIm generated event data, 18 Jan 2024.

13. Sean Mccafferty, Escalation Dynamics: An Analysis of the Ukraine war, Blpss commentary,
April 2022.

14. Stephan Fruhling , Managing Escalation: missile defense, Strategy and U.S alliance, international
affairs, Vol: 92,No:1, 2016.

15. Wilfred Wan, Nuclear Escalation Strategies and Perceptions: The United States, The Russian
Federation, And China, Paper one, The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
(UNIDIR), 2021.

362



