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Conclusion:

Based on the findings of this study, it becomes evident that the impact of external
factors on the democratic transition process in the Arab Spring countries is
equally significant, if not more so, than internal factors. In some instances, the
level of intervention and influence in the internal affairs of Arab nations by
external actors has been particularly strong due to the current state of weakness
and vulnerability experienced by the Arab world. The process of democratic
transition has faced challenges due to accumulated historical grievances and
authoritarianism, which have hindered steady and successful progress.
Consequently, the acceptance of external interventions and regional influences

has emerged as a result of the internal dynamics of Arab political systems.

Nevertheless, it should be acknowledged that some efforts within the Arab Spring
revolutions have succeeded in bringing about significant changes in the reality of
Arab countries. The driving forces behind these efforts have effectively utilized
the language of the contemporary era and capitalized on progress and modernity
in all its waves and transformations. They have benefited from digital modernity
techniques and their soft power tools to achieve the gains they have obtained. It
is hoped that they will also benefit intellectually from post—-modernity and its
networks, enabling them to alleviate the weight of absolutist, monolithic,
deterministic, and historical ideologies in favor of embracing the concepts of
relativity, plurality, diversity, and possibility. This allows actors to integrate into the

present and manage the perceived reality, albeit with some considerable difficulty.

Consequently, the relationship between democracy and external factors, in
general, has influenced the process of democratic transition by aligning with the
internal factors and the conditions experienced by Arab nations. Due to the

similarities among these environments and the convergence of external actors,

286



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 3 (11) (2017) 262-292

both internationally (such as the United States and Russia) and regionally (such
as lran, Turkey, and Israel), the impact is inevitably synchronized among all Arab
parties. This has hindered the progress of democratic transition as it serves the
interests of maintaining authoritarianism, dictatorship, and weakness in the Arab
world. The external powers strive to maintain control to fulfill their ambitions and
interests. Democracy, on the other hand, would establish a citizen state and
political stability, acting as a barrier against external ambitions and forming a
resistant bloc against these interventions. This is something that external powers
do not desire for the Arab world as it would lead to the loss of their privileges and

aspirations within the region.
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