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1 Mark Zeitoun and Jeroen Warner, Hydro-hegemony — a framework for analysis of trans-
boundary water conflicts. Water Policy (2006) 8 (5), & Ana Cascao and Mark Zeitoun, Power,
hegemony and critical hydropolitics . In Transboundary Water Management: principles and
practice. Edited by Anton Earle, Anders Jagerskog and Joakim Ojendal. Earthscan. Stockholm
Ynternational Water Institute (SIWI) 2010, pp. 31-32.
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1 Neda A. Zawabhri, p. 1047.
2 Frederick Lorenz and Edward J. Erickson, Strategic Water: Iraq and Security Planning in the
Euphrates-Tigris Basin. Marine Corps, University Press, Quantico, Virginia, (2013), , p. 38
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1 Adnan Menderes, Irag-Turkey: Pact of mutual co-operation. The American Journal of
International Law, (1957),Vol. 51, No. 2 (Apr., 1957), p. 501.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia; Bundesanstalt fir 2
geowissenschaften und rohstoffe, (UN-ESCWA and BGR), p. 113.
3 Hassn Yilmaz, Turkey and the Middle East: Threats and Opportunitie, p. 108.
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5 Aysegul Kibaroglu and Waltina Scheumann, Euphrates-Tigris Rivers system: Political
rapprochement and transboundary water cooperation. In Turkey’s Water Policy; National
Frameworks and International Cooperation. Edited by Aysegul Kibaroglu and Waltina
Scheumann. Springer-Verlag, Berlin Heidelberg(2011), p. 283.
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3 Ryan Wilson, Water-shortage crisis escalating in the Tigris-Euphrates basin. Future Directions

International, (2012), p. 9 . http://www.futuredirections.org.au/publication/water-shortage-crisis-
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1 Adele J. Kirschner & Katrin Tiroch, The water of Euphrates and Tigris: An international law
perspective, Max Planck Yearbook of United Nations Law, (2012), Vol. 16, pp. 384-385.
2 Mehmet A. Kumral, Rethinking Turkey-Iraq Relations, p. 217.
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1 Frederick Lorenz and Edward J. Erickson, p.12.

2World Bulletn, Turkish PM becomes first Sunni leader to visit shrine of Imam Ali, (2011).
https://www.worldbulletin.net/diplomacy/turkish-pm-becomes-first-sunni-leader-to-visit-shrine-
of-imam-ali-h71829.html

3 Ryan Wilson, (2012) Water-shortage crisis escalating in the Tigris-Euphrates basin. Future
Directions International, (2012), p. 6.

4 Jeroen Warner, Hydro-hegemonic politics: A crossroads on the Euphrates-Tigris?. In The
Politics of Water. Edited by Kai Wegerich & Joroen Warner, J. (eds). Routledge, London and
New York, (2010), p. 126.
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1 Hilal Elver, Turkey's rivers of fispute. Middle East Report, (2010), no. 254, (Spring), p. 18.
2 Aysegil Kibaroglu, An analysis of Turkey’s water diplomacy and its evolving position vis-a-
vis international water law, p. 157.
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1 Ranj Alaaldin, Why the Turkey-KRG alliance works, for now. Brookings, (2016).
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2 Richard Kraemer, The Iraq-Turkey pipeline disputes: An opportunities in an arbitration. Just
Security. 22 August 2019. https://www.justsecurity.org/65893/the-irag-turkey-pipeline-dispute-
opportunity-in-an-arbitration/
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1 Rudaw News, Iragi Minister of Water Resources: We agreed with Turkey to activate a
memorandum of understanding on water, (14 March 2017):
https://www.rudaw.net/arabic/middleeast/140320173#
2 Turk Press, Erdogan orders the postponement of filling a dam on the Tigris River after a water
crisis in Iraq, (7 June 2018): https://www.turkpress.co/node/49960
3 Mina Aldroubi, Turkey steps in as Iran cuts off water supply to Irag. The National. (10
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Conclusion:

To better understand the political water communication between Iraq and Turkey, it is
necessary to uncover the trajectory of the process within the contextual interaction and within a
specific timeframe. This is demonstrated by analyzing the timeline of direct bilateral relations
between Iraq and Turkey in shaping their water relations.

At the beginning of Irag's establishment, successive governments were responsible for managing
water abundance by constructing several damsand canals. However, in the 1960s, Iraq shifted to
managing water scarcity when Turkey initiated its national development programs, which gave
water economic and social value. Regionally, the political dynamics of the region have
influenced the overall bilateral relations, with the Kurdish issue and oil exports becoming major
factors in shaping the relationship. Despite periods of tension and instability in their internal
affairs, communication between Iraqg and Turkey has continued, but they have not yet reached a
close and stable political relationship, and their water cooperation has also been fluctuating.
The first real test for Irag came with the filling of the Ataturk Dam reservoir in 1990, where Iraq
realized its dependence on Turkey for water. Generally, Turkey has used its material power in its
relations with Irag, ranging from military superiority to joining NATO and manipulating water as
leverage for its various purposes.

After the US invasion, Turkey's foreign policy toward Iraq changed as Iraq developed relations
with Iraqi Sunnis and Kurds to safeguard its interests in Iraq and establish a buffer zone against
increasing Iranian influence. However, the Justice and Development Party (AKP) attempted to
formulate its policy in Iraq by maintaining an equal distance from all factions of the Iragi people.
After all, while maintaining its dominance in terms of material power, Turkey began to lean
more towards soft power by aligning with the requirements of the Iraqi people and engaging with
all factions. At the same time, Turkey developed its water discourse to have an impact on Iraqi
political life without long-term commitments in the fluctuating political landscape of Iraq.
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