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Article info. Abstract: International Relations Theory plays a crucial role in tracking
and interpreting events and interactions within the global system, aiming
Article history: to explain and predict their impact on shaping international structures and
- Received 07 Jul.2024 dynamics. Among these theories, realism stands out as one of the most
-Received in revised form 25 Jul .2024 significant, asserting that major international events—whether they unfold
- Final Proofreading 12 Aug. 2024 gradually or emerge suddenly—inevitably trigger geopolitical shifts,

- Accepted 29 Aug. 2024

- Available online30. Sept. 2024 affecting the units and actors that constitute the international order.

The COVID-19 pandemic, which struck at the close of the second decade
of the 21st century, exemplifies such an event, creating significant tremors

Keywords: within the current international system. The pandemic's effects could lead
- Epidemics to a reevaluation of the foundational rules and standards that govern the
- Geopolitics global order. It presents both a threat and an opportunity for states,
- China particularly for rising powers like China, which seeks to enhance its global
- International System standing, in contrast to established powers such as the United States,
- Competition which is focused on maintaining its leadership role.
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Historically, pandemics have served as significant geopolitical variables,
influencing changes in international systems by providing certain actors
with opportunities to shift power dynamics. The COVID-19 pandemic is
no exception. While it may not immediately redistribute global power, it
could amplify long-term changes and activate existing forces that drive the
transformation of the international system. This pandemic offers China, as
a rising global power, the chance to assert its influence and advocate for a
more prominent role in reshaping global governance in line with its
strategic objectives, marking a potential shift in how power is distributed
within the international system.
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! Lynette H. Ong, China’s Epidemic of Mistrust How Xi’s COVID-19 U-Turn Will Make the
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®) Laurie Garrett, Trump has sabotaged America’s coronavirus response, (FOREIGN POLICY,
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@ Kawashima Shin, COVID-19, China, and the World Order, (‘Nippon, April 7, 2020),
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©® Robert Peckham, Past Pandemics Exposed China’s Weaknesses the Current One Highlights Its
Strengths, Foreign Affairs, March 27, 2020, https://fam.ag/2WQYWUI

() Brian Wong, China’s Mask Diplomacy, THE DIPLOMAT, March 25, 2020:
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! Elizabeth Economy, Xi Jinping’s New World Order Can China Remake the International
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2 Rana Mitter, The World China Wants How Power Will—and Won’t—Reshape Chinese

Ambitions, (foreign affairs, January/February 2021)
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3 Branko Milanovic, Is the Pandemic China’s Sputnik Moment? What a Virus Reveals About Two
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@ |s China Succeeding at Shaping Global Narratives about Covid-19? China Power, (Center for Strategic
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@ Kawashima Shin, COVID-19, China, and the World Order, Op., cit.
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Conclusion:

War is no longer the only means of bringing about change in the structure of the
international system and determining the dominant power. Rather, natural threats
such as epidemics have become influential in the status of the global system and may
help in reshaping it. Covid-19 pandemic has made it clear that this is the era of
transnational threats and increased competition among major powers in the
international system, as the two phenomena have exacerbated simultaneously, in a
way that the competition between the United States and China has exacerbated the
epidemic. At the same time, the epidemic has deepened the competition between the
two powers, and each one of them seeks to achieve its interests at the expense of the
others by exploiting this crisis to gain more power and geopolitical influence around
the world. Thus, hindering international cooperation to reduce its effects in general.
It also reflects the growing Chinese role and its search for a greater position in the

international system to show its leadership and model and works to reshape
international standards and rules in line with Chinese interests and goals.
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