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Abstract: In order to achieve its goals, Turkey has used many tools
in its policies, the most important of which is soft power, which it
adopted after the Justice and Development Party came to power in
2002. Turkish soft power was embodied in both its political system,
which it tried to make a model to be seen by the countries of the region,
and its influence abroad, especially in the diverse diplomatic level it
practiced, in addition to the humanitarian aid it provided, in addition
to its media and cultural influence on the countries of the Middle East.
After several transformations and circumstances occurred, including
the so-called Arab revolutions, the Arab Spring revolutions and their
aftermath, Turkey turned to the use of hard power, after having
maintained it for years, and this was embodied in many forms,
including: its intervention in the Syrian issue, and in the Libyan war,
as well as in its presence. Military in northern Iraq, and its role in the
Qatari crisis, not to mention the growth of its military industries.
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Conclusion:

In this study, we attempted to demonstrate an understanding of Turkish policy
tools—particularly soft and hard power—in the Middle East, their impact on events
and countries there, and how these tools can advance Turkish interests and achieve
its goals in the Middle East.

We therefore discussed, within a theoretical framework, the concepts of soft and
hard power. We then discussed Turkey's use of these two forces, the circumstances
that led to the activation of these tools, the forms of their use, and the impact of their
use in the region.

It can be said that Turkey's use of its various tools in the Middle East was
influenced by several important factors, local, regional, and even international. The
changes in its policies and tools were driven by political and security developments
in the region.

This study reached several conclusions, the most important of which are:

1) Turkey began using soft power in its foreign policy after the Justice and
Development Party came to power in 2002,

2) The period between 2007 and 2011 was when Turkey's soft power was at its
highest levels.

3) Turkey did not limit its use of soft power tools to achieving its foreign policy
objectives; it also employed hard power, especially a few years after the Arab
revolutions that erupted at that time.

4) Turkey did not abandon the use of soft power when it shifted to the use of hard
power, but rather combined both in its foreign policy, a concept known as "smart
power," which means combining hard and soft power.
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