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Articleinfo. Abstract: Maritime power is a crucial element for emerging nations.
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Keywords: international system. The Indian Ocean, in particular, represents a
- Maritime power vital gateway for China to achieve these objectives. The importance
- Naval strategy of research is that it rooted China's maritime strategy towards the
:m'ir;"’r‘] Ocean Indian Ocean and clarified the relationship between the growth of
- Chinese Maritime power Chinese naval power, economic effectiveness, and the exercise of
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power in achieving its global ambitions. Some narratives emphasise
Ev its primary importance, while others focus on its complementary
importance. The main question, therefore, is: to what extent does

China's rise and influence in the Indian Ocean depend on its growing

naval power? The hypothesis suggests that China's maritime strategy
is strengthening its rise as a global power. The country's naval
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presence in the Indian Ocean is crucial for realising its ambitions by
2049. China's international initiatives, especially the Belt and Road
Initiative, cannot succeed without strengthening its naval power and
presence to safeguard its economic interests across Asia, Europe, and
Africa. It is also the main gateway for reshaping China's relations with
the countries in the Chain of Pearls, and its decline based on
challenges and opportunities will determine whether China can reach
the top of the international hierarchy.
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Conclusion:
Time has proven that no power can achieve global hegemony without an

effective maritime strategy based on sustainable maritime resources that provide the
capacity for strategic maritime action in different regions of the world. In this
context, Mahan places great importance on maritime power. His assumptions are
based on the premise that military, economic, and diplomatic power stems from
control of trade routes and oceans, and access to vital natural resources and global
markets. Powers that control the oceans exert influence in shaping global affairs,
thus translating control of the seas into global leadership. Enhancing economic
effectiveness is also an integral part of building global alliances.

China serves as a model for effective economic expansion in diverse regions of
the world as a result of its increasing reliance on maritime power as a cornerstone of
its strategy in the Indian Ocean region. This shift underscores the crucial role of its
naval power in navigating the complexities of geopolitics and attempting to solidify
its global expansion in the 21st century. China applies the tenets of Mahan's theory
of maritime power in its strategic performance in the Indian Ocean region. China's
awareness of its maritime borders, which represent both its weaknesses and
strengths, has led it to increasingly focus on naval power as the optimal tool for
ensuring its maritime security and achieving its interests. It understands that the
dream of Chinese reunification and the integration of Taiwan into the mainland
cannot be realized without a naval force capable of defending Taiwan against foreign
interference.

Recognizing the importance of the Indian Ocean to its global rise, China has
adopted a Mahan approach, prioritizing naval power. This has granted it access to
global markets and facilitated the movement of its maritime trade convoys to various
continents. China has begun constructing the foundations for future global
dominance and establishing a network of ports that support its access to the Indian
Ocean and deter powers attempting to limit its future rise, particularly the United
States and its opposing alliances. In essence, China employs naval power in its
global strategy as both a means and an end. It is a means to fuel its global economic
growth and construct its future projects, especially the Belt and Road Initiative, with
the ultimate goal of achieving global dominance by 2050. Without naval power, it
cannot implement global connectivity projects that will serve as arteries, with China
at their heart.
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