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Abstract: The research attempts to study public policies in
post-conflict societies by analyzing the theoretical framework
of this relationship and its associated characteristics, and
identifying the effects of conflict on the structure and functions
of the state, relying on Iraq as a case study that represents a
clear example of the complexities that accompanied countries
emerging from violent conflicts, by addressing the most
prominent security, political, economic and social challenges
that hindered and still hinder the implementation of public
policies in it, and clarifying the strategic objectives for
reconstruction and consolidating stability. The research is
based on an analytical-descriptive approach that links theory
and practice.
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Conclusion:

Post-conflict societies represent fragile environments where unstable political,
economic, and social dimensions intersect, making the formulation of public policies
a complex and intricate process. This is clearly evident in the Iragi model, which
demonstrates that declining legitimacy, weak institutions, and the multiplicity of
informal actors are structural features consistent with those identified in specialized
literature on post-conflict states. The Iragi case shows that the success of public
policies at this stage is contingent upon state rebuilding, strengthening the rule of
law, and achieving sustainable political stability, aligning with the objectives of both
society and the state in peacebuilding and reconstruction.

Conclusions

1.

Iraq’s experience indicates that the end of violence does not signify the
beginning of stability, but rather ushers in more challenging issues related to
comprehensive reconstruction.

Public policy in post-conflict environments is directly affected by weak
institutions and the multiplicity of actors, limiting its capacity to achieve
objectives unless reinforced through structural reforms.

The Iraqi case highlights that the uncontrolled interaction between political,
security, and economic factors is a primary cause of the state’s continued
structural fragility.

Reconstruction requires a long-term process integrating official, societal, and
international efforts, guided by a strategic vision rather than short-term
measures.

Recommendations

1.

2.

Institutional reform must be supported by strengthening state institutions to
ensure their efficiency and independence.

The rule of law should be consolidated by controlling weapons outside state
authority and reinforcing judicial and security institutions.

Combat corruption, as it represents the greatest obstacle to public policy
effectiveness and developmental progress.

Achieve national reconciliation by establishing an inclusive national identity
that transcends societal divisions.

Adopt developmental economic policies focusing on job creation and the
provision of essential services to build trust between citizens and state
Institutions.

Develop a comprehensive post-conflict management strategy based on a clear,
scientific approach, informed by successful global experiences while taking
into account Iraq’s specific context.
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