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_ Available online 3111212022 individual, as it was mentioned by most of the leading critics,
most notably John Locke and Emmanuel Kant. And there are no
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e self -conscious innate ideas in it, but at the same time it confirms the existence of

« modern political thought an innate power in the mind and not ideas that can transform

e liberal thought simple ideas into a vehicle that produces ideas, knowledge and

e -John Locke awareness, through which the mind begins in a negative way to

e Immanuel Kant. receive these external impressions in the mind and contemplate

them in the form of simple ideas, either practical Acquisition of

©2022. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS self -conscious in Kant was formed through his attempt to

ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY combine rationalists and empiricists, as he worked to link

LICENSE . experience with the mind through the presence of pre-
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experienced subjective categories, perceptions and conditions
that exist in the mind, which can be called innate ideas found in
the pure mind and others that come from the senses by their
interaction with external things. self -consciousaccordingto Kant
IS a process that takes place entirely within the self on a substance
thatcomes from without, which is the sensory data of phenomena,
which constitute the external substance of things in themselves.
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The two images of space and time and the categories of
understanding are self-perceptionsthat exist in the mind in an a
priori way, and then he started applying them to what I consider
to be the appearance of things.
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After examining the models of self-consciousness in the modern era and
identifying the prominent representatives of this consciousness at the political level,
the study has reached several conclusions, including:

1- The propositions of liberal thinkers have had a significantimpact on the lives of
Western societies, in all their dimensions, and these thinkers have been able to make
self-consciousness a subject of intense debate that they seek to apply. They
emphasize self-consciousness and the free will of individuals, aiming to establish a
state that emerges from their conscious free will, without any extemal pressure or
coercion.

2- Self-consciousness, according to Locke, is acquired through experience by means
of sensation, perception, reflection, or contemplation. The mindis a blank slate, but
at the same time, it confirms the existence of an innate power rooted in the mind that
can transform simple ideas into complex ones, resulting in individual consciousness.
These ideas align with natural law and the conscious will of the mind, working
towards achieving equality, justice, freedom, property rights, and so on, as described
by Locke in the state of nature. However, in the absence of a legal authority to
enforce punishment on aggressors (the state of nature), people attempt to establish a
civil society and a political or governmental authority according to their will and
conscious awareness, without coercion, to achieve the interests of the community as
awhole, through willingly relinquishing some of their rights to a governing authority
embodied in the state.

3- Regarding the acquisition of self-consciousness according to Kant, it is formed
through his attempt to reconcile rationalists and empiricists. He tries to connect
experience with the mind through the existence of preconceived self-imaginations
and concepts that are already present in the mind, which he considers innate ideas.
Other ideas come from the senses through their contact with external objects, and
the mind automatically integrates them with innate ideas, transforming them into
conscious awareness of external things. Since self-awareness is the perception of
external things, everythingthat is perceived is the result of an individual's conscious
will. People act accordingto the moral law perceived by the conscious individual in
the state of nature. However, when evil prevails among people, and the desire to
satisfy their desires becomes a state of violence amongthem, it becomes necessary
for them to come together and contract among themselves to relinquish their
freedoms in imposing punishment to an authority that representsthem and imposes
restrictions on everyone. Therefore, a government is established based on the

conscious will of individuals to achieve and preserve their interests and rights.
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