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Article info. Abstract: American foreign policy bases on several main pillar
Article history: structure and bases on some strong and complicated
- Received:22\02\2017 institutions, it will be prepared for the sake of American foreign
- Accepted: 18\3\2017 policy’s objectives, and will be implemented. American foreign
- Available online :31\03\2017 policy is well-known either for its constant, or for its changing,
Keywords: it moves between reticence and intervention. In one hand,

e Soft Power American foreign policy falls under the influence of rational

« National Security principles. On the other hand, it is the policy of power and

making interests. This research pursues the key pillars of
American foreign policy, including history, thought, intellectual
pillars and also it concentrates on economic and military pillars.
Regarding history, this study exposes how the principles of

¢ Diplomacy
e International Alliances

e Economic Sanctions

e Human Rights American presidents had influence on American foreign policy,
------------------ such as the principles of James Monroe, Woodrow Wilson,
©2017 . THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS Ronald Regan, and George Bush. Also, this research sheds light
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY on the role of all the mentioned pillars on American national
LICENSE

security strategy and how American policy is prepared and
hitp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4./ jmplemented. The aim of this study is to demonstrate that if we

want to make an accurate reading for American foreign policy,

we have to understand these main pillars, which this policy
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establishes upon them, and also indicate the pillar’s influential
on the policy.
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Conclusion:

American foreign policy, since 1832 (the Monroe Doctrine) until the present day,
as evidenced by thisstudy, is characterized by historical foundations, precise and
complex structures, and institutions in order to formulate and implement a foreign
policy that achieves global strategic objectives. It is characterized by both change
and continuity, responding to successive developments outside the United States. It
has oscillated between isolation and engagement, and between the ethical use of
noble historical principles (such as President Wilson's principles) and excessive
use of power (such as President George W. Bush's principles), as well as the dual
use of values and components (such as President Bill Clinton's principles) and the
soft use of power (such as President Barack Obama's principles). American foreign
policy seems to move from one path to another, with the alternating power
between the Republican and Democratic parties andthe nature of administrations.

Based on these components and principles, supported by structures and
institutions that implement the will of these administrations and their leaders,
American foreign policy has been evolving for over two centuries. It can be
justified politically and intellectually as aiming to achieve its national interests and
security, protect its allies, and promote noble humanitarian values. However,
despite theapparent stability of the foundations and components that govern the
directions of American foreign policy, it has experienced several failures and
violations of the rules and principles of international law, particularly in its policies
in Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq, especially after it gained excessive global
power. It has become thesole pole in international politics, possessing the most
significant capabilities and resources, encompassing the criteria of greatness and
abundance in intellectual, media, military, economic, and transportation fields. It
has become capable of exercising its influence on the global stage fully and

sometimes unilaterally.
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