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" The challenges of rail linkage between Irag and Kuwait and the opportunities
and the link with the <the dry canal <for national alternatives (the port of Faw
Belt and Road project as a model)"

SAAD OBAID ALWAN AL SAEEDI 8 gamad) (lele wue M vl
University of Baghdad/ College of Political Science 2 B Al aslall Al [k dasla
Article info. Abstract: Decision-makers in each country work to define a list of internal

and external interests: goals and threats to their countries according to the
nature of their awareness of these interests: goals and threats.

Hence« Iraq is not an exception to this rule« and the process of evaluating
its interests and the objectives of its foreign policy is subject to the pattern
of awareness of decision-makers and the influencing forces in defining its
Keywords: basic interestss which often witness some kind of difference in defining
e (Railway connection) them: evaluating their importance and determining the size of the threats
Faw Port) they face. And among these interests and threats that have witnessed a
difference in the assessment of their importance or danger is the railway
connection with Kuwait or other countries: including Irane
At a time when some political forces and some personalities see the
importance of the railway connection to Irag¢ othersc and with them the
©2022. THIS 1S AN OPEN Access | majority of the Iraqi people« see the danger of this connection to the
ARTICLE UNDER THE cc By | interestsof Irag. In particular its negative impact on the completion of the
LICENSE construction of the Grand Port of Faw and the dry canalc which are
hitp-//creativecommons.org/licenses/bv/i4.0' | consjdered major national projects on which they are relied upon in creating

a major development leap that mitigates the impact of the rentier impact of

the economy and contributes to diversifying the national economy
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Especially when it is successful in linking with international trade projectse
including the Chinese Belt and Road projectc which will give Irag an
important economic-strategic advantage.
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Conclusions.

1 - The railway connection projects for neighboring countries with Iraq are of
economic and strategic importance« especially for Kuwait. Thereforec we see the
degree of great interest in implementing them and trying to convince Iraq of their

feasibility.
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2 — The railway connection comes as part of a broader strategy related to Kuwait
and Iran’s endeavor to be a key maritime link to complete the Chinese Belt and
Road project towards Europe by employing the Iragi mainland to transport goods
without passing through Iraqi ports

3 — Despite the popular refusal to pass any regional project that could represent
an alternative to the Faw portc and the success of this pressure in forcing
decision—makers to pay attention to the port there are indications that there are
local parties that are still waiting for the opportunity to thwart the completion of
the portc motivated by the motives of dominating economic opportunities or
implementing foreign agendas. other time.

4 — Al-Faw port represents an economic and strategic opportunity for Iraq in the
event of the completion of the second phase of itc which will reach its maximum
capacity to handle 100 million tons of goods. in addition to providing enormous
economic opportunities represented by job opportunities and industrial cities and
its connection to the dry canal that will connect Iraq to Europe.

5 — The completion of the transport infrastructure represented by the Al-Faw port
and the Dry Canal will represent a major attraction for the regional and
international economic powers to invest in parallel industrialc service and logistical
projects in a way that opens the fields for initiating local economic development
and transforming Iraq into an economic center and a platform for regional
attraction that reflects net opportunities for profitc expansion of production and
prosperity.

6 — Among the international economic projects that the Faw port could represent

an attraction for is the Chinese Belt and Road project< which will make Iraq and
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its new facilities a vital corridor to reach European markets due to the

geographical proximity that it will provide and shortening the distances that China
is currently traveling to reach Europe.

. _alaal) 408

- dadyially dupal) sl ¢ )

2018 ¢ alars ¢ pajelly il jemall oo 1 daadall ¢ dadaghl Jiladly dosjlall 350l Glaags ¢ laghl e 2l = 1

ol S5 ¢ (Y dnhall ¢ baally adsally 4aa¥) Sl GW cline ¢ (RN sua s (agepall Jui— 2

2019 ¢ @hal ¢ o) Jadadally culu)al

dlye Gl 3 ¢ Gashally alal) 5yl jglaie (ge A8AN ¥l b dginall cllénal) ¢ g5 Al Sl Culi- 3

2019 ¢ (abjll ¢ Jgsully Esaally il yall

SRR cajgilly pdall Law la ¢ JUS &Yy danj ¢ aabaall Joadll @ahally aball = o)V G Al ¢ Jlaadl abby = 4

. 2017 «

G pilie degana b ¢ e Aldinall ilbelully (Sl 4 peall mllad — cpall 392 ¢ ol jali= 5

- 2020 ecagpm ¢ Aupall Bangll Gludy e ¢ Aviveall = du sl

2021 UL“Q‘ )Juﬂct\l;“)bc@ME})@)&“M\A;EW\%}JM\@M\‘UAAJS\_\.\;J}_L:—6

Laaji " 21 QA (S Al dsleghall c¥sas Golally ahad) Jcopilie dosane ) me aid O a7
2017 cciludylly aoysilly Hdall ddlatea s t5jad) ¢ 1 Jac (g)al) deas &

bl ¢ allall AED LB jolaia (e duiall hlly plall 5ybe ¢ il dady g dese danic (Jslin — 8
- 2018 ¢ Gilea il ygdiag LY Jla ¢ sl ¢ oY)

Sigall dadl e dahaiall Gal o oyl ol a b galaiB) ghiually sl sliac plaall dids ali— 9
22019 ¢ dagall ¢ duasl ) cilad lly

SO Y Anal) ¢ alled) (& galaBY) Ol gy pde duinall Bayklly ala) b ailie desene — 10
2019 ¢ gy ¢ ol JLal el

2019 ¢ Ead Qlgill adae Sigad) 550 ¢ @jlaa eline 5l Sl Gl oline g9 5 ¢ Glals Jaal = 11
2012 Sy il ghses s ¢ 1 ((A8he) el sbadl 5 cusSl lae slie ) aiped des i — 12

91



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 3 (29) (2022) 64-95

L2016 ¢ Byl ¢ iy delhll mdall e 1da ¢ Ehall flpal) basd ¢ (Spmsall dea) Sia— 14
- damalal) Ul Jilal) ¢ Ll

S neale Allar ol Gl s 3 Sl el el G OSUe el sl 28] deae — 1
2010 ¢ glee —llad) bl ll o) (380 dnalam Auigilil aslal
. QL})J.}S\ : Al

L2015 spemdl dnalae 34 23adle uyall il dna ¢ a8Vl el Y1 Sl slise jga gaball e — 1
¢ 52 23al) ¢ Ay Llin Alae ¢ 5l slie LIS Sl Ael) B (LS cldy iead) Hlad cllle — 2
2019 ¢ Coyeal) daals

Al eyl Al e e b Aani ) ASHAN 6 AahV) — Al Gl ¢ el Cigs il e — 3
- 2020 ¢ &bV cladall sl sgaall ¢ 11 22

¢ 18 2aall ¢ Zanlil) Bl ¢ Bpanl) ciladpy Aae ¢kl gl clial AKidgagaal) dnaa) ¢ Luige (L) 2 = 4
. 2014 ¢ span) daals

el ¢ Gaaladl daallednil ) @l e Aaa ¢l 5 Align age K el ) AV das W) Abild) ¢ R A — 5
2019 ¢ oy ¢ onl) aljiaal

- sullly Glgailly Catgall ¢ Ly

S Calla s5e e Jasacitilly Sl adl dgd Ghall oSSl Ll Jhlie ¢ bl e By -
2020 Jsk ¢ dlars ¢ aledl sl

2019 7 s ” Aatially Jasdadtl) aedl (ol Lol ¢ Ja 8l ¢ Bhad L jpeas — 2

2020 Jsb ¢ sl ¢ aladl (sDY 8ol Callas jaigac ity slas¥) lsall Jsag Blad) o (Sl Tl lalie = 3
C2011 Ol el — Gyl @laly S5 ) dedie 40l ddls ¢ @lie slise ol GlelS ¢ s sliad - 4
- 2011-7-7 & sobally —456 /B i)l ¢ opjliiaall 2s ¢ eyl Gud) e o palall Asjall sl - 5
20147 da 7 Al Tadadsl) el (il Lol ¢ JaY s ¢ Ghall Lseas — 6

e slie paige pilly ¢ Sl Ul clive Clilaidl Ao Sl djlie clian g9 pda Ji) ¢ Gua ZOla plia = 7
2011 Fy siaiall 805l ¢ lgall e ojlily <)

Bpntl i) bl e 8 e Ay ¢ Bhal e iy sl 3ayblly all ke ¢ (galell ol — 8
L2021 ¢ S Aesls ¢ Adgally

2018 ¢ daxa ¢ 2022 — 2018 dudagl daiill ddad ¢ audasl) 5)l39 — 3lyal) A jogan — 9

Y Laald

Cocusly o) ae Rmaall Sl Ly e Gl e e € o allall jee - |
https://www.aljazeera.net/ebusiness/2018/11/21

92


https://www.aljazeera.net/ebusiness/2018/11/21

Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 3 (29) (2022) 64-95

¢ by Gl Qles o bl el sai gl als (SSW Ll 0 case sy - 2
https://www.akhbaralaan.net/news/special-reports/2021/02/15

¢ Ak palaidy Ajd) Bl agbiel day Alal slE i) o gpedl aahd - 3
https://annabaa.org/arabic/strategicissues/23555

¢ alball died) 35 ¢ oab BY s DA L) LK) Bl JEe e ek il - 4
https://futureuae.com/ar—AE /FutureFile/ltem/72

References:

First: Arabic and translated books.

1 — Amjad Abdel Wahab, Threats of the External Environment and National Alternatives, 1st
Edition, Dar Al Mehwar for Publishing and Distribution, Baghdad, 2018

2— Nabil Al-Marsoumi and Hussain Haider Al-Jazaery, The Great Port of Faw: Importance,
Location and Challenges, First Edition, Axis Center for Studies and Strategic Planning, Iraq,
2019.

3- Philip Galkin and others, Chinese investment in energy from the perspective of the Belt and
Road Initiative, King Abdullah Center for Studies and Research and Petroleum, Riyadh,
2019.

4- William Engdahl, The Eurasian Century — The Belt and Road The Great Transformation,
translated by Walaa Kamal, Dar Sama Publishing and Distribution, Cairo, 2017.

5- Nasser Al-Tamimi, The rise of China — Beijing’s core interests and possible Arab
repercussions, in a group of authors, Arab—-Chinese Relations, Center for Arab Unity
Studies, Beirut, 2020.

6— Anoud Abdel Rahman, Chinese foreign policy towards the Arab region, a future vision, Gulf
Publishing House, Oman 2021.

7- Zhang Yunling, editor in the group of authors, in the Belt and Road, the transformations of
Chinese diplomacy in the 21st century, translated by Aya Muhammad Al-Ghazi, Volume 1,
Giza: Dar Safsafa Publishing, Distribution and Studies, 2017.

8- Zhao Li, translated by Muhammad Big and Xie Yang, China's Belt and Road Initiative from
the Perspective of the Global Cultural Economy, first edition, Algeria, Dar Al-Aman and Difaf
Publications, 2018.

9- Naji Khalifa Al Dahan, Gwadar Port and the Economic Conflict in the Arabian Sea and its
Impact on the Security of the Region, Umayya Center for Research and Strategic Studies,

Doha, 2019.

93


https://www.akhbaralaan.net/news/special-reports/2021/02/15
https://annabaa.org/arabic/strategicissues/23555
https://futureuae.com/ar-AE/FutureFile/Item/72

Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 3 (29) (2022) 64-95

10— Authors group, China's Belt and Road Initiative, World Economic Century Project, first
edition, Arab Democratic Center, Berlin, 2019.

11- Aseel Salman, Al-Faw Great Port Project and the Effect of Mubarak Port, Research
Department of the Iraqi Parliament, 2019.

12 — Fouad Hama Khorshid (Kuwaiti port of Mubarak and Iraqi territorial waters), 1st edition,
Hammurabi Publishing House. Baghdad 2012.

13- Jawad Kazem Al-Bakri and Qasim Muhammad Obaid (The Mubarak Port Case and its
Effects on Iraq) Al-Nahrain University, Iraq, 2012.

14 - Mungith Ahmad Al-Moussawi, Challenges of Iraqgi Ports, 1st Edition, Gulf Press and
Publishing House, Basra, 2016.

Second: Theses and theses.

1 — Mohammed Rashid Nasser Al-Nuaimi — Problems of measuring the Kuwaiti territorial sea
in the light of international law — Master's thesis — College of Legal Sciences — Middle East
University for Graduate Studies — Amman, 2010.

Third: periodicals.

1 — Nima Al-Abadi, The Role of Al-Faw Port in Local and Regional Security, Al-Khaleej Al-
Arabi Magazine, Issue 34, University of Basra, 2015.

2— Malik Daham Al-Jumaili and Lamia Al-Kinani, Iragi—-Kuwaiti Relations and the Problematic
Port of Al-Faw, International Issues Journal, No. 52, Al-Nahrain University, 2019.

3— Abdul Raouf AI-Ghunaimi, Sino-Iranian Relations: The Prospects of Strategic Partnershipin
a Changing World, Journal of Iranian Studies, No. 11, International Institute for Iranian
Studies, 2020.

4 — Muhammad Zubari Munis, The Geopolitical Importance of the Great Port of Faw, Journal of
Basra Studies, Year Nine, No. 18, University of Basra, 2014.

5- Prestige Gharbi, Iranian Foreign Policy toward America in the Era of Donald Trump, Iranian
Orbits Magazine, Fifth Issue, Arab Democratic Center, Berlin, 2019.

Fourth: Conferences, seminars and reports.

1- Wael Abdel Latif, The dangers of rail linkage between Iraq and neighboring countries,
dimensions and results, summary of the Conference of the Public Opinion Management
Alliance, Baghdad, September 2020.

2—- Republic of Iraq, Ministry of Transport, Annual Report of the Planning and Follow-up
Department “Baghdad” 2019.

94



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 3 (29) (2022) 64-95

3 — The risks of rail linkage between Iraq and neighboring countries: Dimensions and results,
Conference of the Public Opinion Management Coalition, Baghdad, September 2020

4 - Lamia Mohsen, The Consequences of Building Mubarak Port, a panel discussion presented
to the Two Rivers Studies Center — Baghdad, June 2011.

5- The interimreport issued by the Office of the Prime Minister, the Council of Advisors, No.
1/456— issued on 7-7-2011.

6— Republic of Iraq, Ministry of Transport, Annual Report of the Planning and Follow -up
Department 'Baghdad' 2014.

7- Hisham Salah Hassan, The Impact of the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port Project on the
Economics of Al-Faw Great Port, Proceedings of the Mubarak Kuwaiti Port Conference and
its Effects on the Iraqi Ports held on 2011.

8- Ibtisam Al-Amiri, The Chinese Belt and Road Initiative and its Impact on Iraqg, a workshop
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, University of Baghdad, 2021.

9 - Republic of Iraq — Ministry of Planning, National Development Plan 2018-2022, Baghdad,
2018.

Fifth, the Internet.

1 — Ammar Al-Saleh, How will Iraq’s ports be affected by the railway connection with Iran and
Kuwait, https://www.aljazeera.net/ebusiness/2018/11/21

2 — Romeo Moussa, Railroad Connection, Iran’s Dream towards the Mediterranean at the
expense of Iraq and Syria, https://www.akhbaralaan.net/news/special-reports/2021/02/15

3 - Ibrahim Al-Shammari, Investing the Dry Canal as a Strategic Alternative to Budget
Financing and Absorbing Unemployment, https://annabaa.org/arabic/strategicissues/23555

4 - A special file on the future of US—Iranian relations during the Biden administration, the

Future Center for Studies, https://futureuae.com/ar—-AE/FutureFile/ltem/72

95



