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Article info. Abstract: The research deals with the issue of Finnish foreign policy
towards NATO and Russia¢ as Finland is one of the most important
economic and political partners of the Union of Soviet Socialist
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- Available online:. 31 Mar. 2024 expansion of NATO in the east and its impact on the transformation

of the Finnish defense strategy:« it has used its partnership with
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Finland after joining the alliance« The importance of the research lies in the
NATO fact that Finland is the only country in Western Europe« which was
Russia under pressure from the Soviet Union« But despite that¢ this small
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recently« Finland was just a small northern country that did not
i actively participate in international relations« until a change occurred

in its foreign policy by joining the Alliance. NATO.
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Conclusion :

Finland's foreign policy was based on the principle of multilateral relations,
which was well suited to its entry into the European Union. It strongly supports the
activities of the United Nations as the only legitimate, global, multilateral forum,
and also emphasizes liberal values, democracy and human rights. In general,
Finland strives to contribute to Developing a world in which problems and
potential conflicts are resolved through peaceful means. Despite its commitment to
the policy of neutrality, it joined NATO, and its joining the alliance is considered a
major victory for the alliance itself, and an important addition to NATO forces in
the Arctic, and this in turn will help to station American military forces in this
region. The region is larger.

Here the danger lies in the fact that Finnish foreign policy, which was
previously neutral, has become subordinate, and thus, difficulties arise in how it
deals, especially with Russia, its eastern neighbor. One of the main results of
Finland’s accession to NATO is the significant increase in the alliance’s military
presence and in close proximity. In response to similar actions by Russia in
Belarus, NATO leadership could decide to deploy nuclear weapons in Finland. In
this case, Russia will be in the weakest position, as Helsinki and St. Petersburg are
only 300 kilometers apart.

Thus, in the event of an encroachment on the Russian border, this will require
a strict Russian response, and in order to neutralize it at least partially, Russia will
have to take additional measures to strengthen its defensive capacity, and this
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applies to both purely military decisions and local political or economic changes,
and among the most important measures that arise in Related to responding to the
threat that has arisen is the deployment of additional military units and
infrastructure in areas bordering Finland, increasing the number of personnel and
military equipment, as well as conducting additional training to enhance the
readiness of the forces, and special attention to controlling the airspace near the
border with Finland, which requires the transfer of additional radars. and anti-
aircraft systems, as well as increasing the frequency and intensity of air patrols in
border areas.
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