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2 - Annual Progress Report on the Implementation of the Strategic Compass for Security and
Defence, Report of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
to the Council, EU External Action, March 2024, p21.
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Defence, Report of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
to the Council, EU External Action, March 2023 p8.
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- The Challenges To The Security Of The European Union, Op.Cit,p4.
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Conclusion:

The study crystallized a set of main conclusions:

1. The geopolitical factor or challenge, specifically the level of the United States'
traditional commitment to protecting Europe, and the security factor, specifically the
emergence of a serious security threat to the security and stability of the Union,
especially the Russian threat, are the two factors that most influence the level or
degree of development of European defense policy and serious consideration of
defense independence.

2. There is a stronger development of European defense policy after the Russian-
Ukrainian war. This is due to the increasing focus of the United States on Asia to
confront the Chinese challenge. And the exacerbation of the Russian threat to
European security. In addition, the isolationist trend of American foreign policy is
increasing in light of the spread of the phenomenon of "Trumpism".

3. European defense independence faces several difficult challenges, which makes
achieving full security independence for Europe a difficult endeavor to achieve.

4. Despite the weakness of American interest in European security, the main
determinant of European defense policy and consideration of independence.
However, the American protection umbrella still enjoys full confidence among most
Europeans. In other words, it is very difficult for Europe to completely abandon the
defense umbrella of NATO and the United States.

5. Although the Russian threat has grown to high levels after the invasion of Europe.
However, there is still a European division regarding dealing with this threat.

6. It is difficult to achieve defense independence - as mentioned - and yet the
development of European defense policy will represent an additional strength factor
for the transatlantic partnership.

7. 1t is likely that in light of the tendency of some to rearm themselves, such as
Germany, this will lead to tension between it and NATO.
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