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Abstract: This study examines the role of the Kuwaiti National
Assembly in advancing political reform after 2020, focusing on the
enacted legislation and its impact on enhancing public participation
and maintaining a balance of powers. The findings indicate that the
Assembly contributed through legislation and oversight to support
reform; however, its effectiveness remained limited due to tensions
between the executive and legislative authorities, socio-tribal
influences, and weak civil society institutions. Laws addressing
corruption media regulation, and protection against domestic violence
represented significant steps toward promoting transparency and
expanding public freedoms, despite ongoing political, social, and
economic challenges. The study concludes that the future of political
reform in Kuwait depends on three possible scenarios: progressive
institutional reforms, political stagnation, or continuation of the status
quo. Strengthening the Assembly’s authority and activating civil
society institutions are essential for ensuring democratic
sustainability, political stability, and long-term development.
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Education, VVol.4,No 6, (Britain: 2021),p1.
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conclusions :

1. Enhanced legislative role but limited structural impact: The study reveals that
since 2020, the Kuwaiti National Assembly has demonstrated notable legislative
activity, particularly in areas of anti-corruption, social justice, and media freedom.
However, this performance has remained largely reactive to crises rather than
driving long-term structural reforms.

2. Gap between legislation and implementation: The findings indicate a persistent
disconnect between lawmaking and effective policy outcomes, as political
polarization and recurrent tensions between the legislative and executive branches
hinder the enforcement and oversight of reform laws.

3. Deep-rooted structural constraints on reform: The research highlights that
Kuwait’s hybrid political system—combining princely and democratic elements—
creates enduring institutional friction, compounded by pre-national loyalties, weak
democratic culture, and heavy dependence on oil revenues, all of which limit
genuine political and economic reform.

4. Uncertain reform trajectory: The study suggests that the most probable scenario
for Kuwait’s political future is the continuation of the status quo, marked by repeated
parliamentary dissolutions and executive-legislative conflicts, leading to public
frustration and declining political participation.

5. Persistence of symbolic reform dynamics: Ultimately, the study concludes that
the reform process in Kuwait remains largely formalistic, maintaining political
equilibrium and stability at the expense of substantive transformation in governance
structures and democratic development.
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