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Abstract: The process of forming the Iragi government has witnessed
recurrent political crises among parties since 2006« particularly in the
election of the prime minister and the formation of the ministerial
cabinet. Following the October 2019 protests< which called for early
elections« these elections were held on October 10« 2021¢ and their
results were ratified by the Federal Supreme Court. However:« the
political crisis escalated due to the failure of the blocs to form a
government: leading to a political deadlock and a division between
demands for a majority government and those favoring a consensus
government. The crisis was further exacerbated by the resignation of
the 73 deputies of the Sadrist bloc« at the direction of their leader
Mugtada al-Sadr. In accordance with the 2020 election law: they were
replaced by their runners-up in the electoral districts. After a crisis that
nearly plunged the country into civil strifec the government of
Mohammed Shia' al-Sudani< the nominee of the Coordination
Framework« was formed. Al-Sudani presented an ambitious program
despite internal and external challenges. Al-Sudani is characterized by
his capacity for pragmatic and rational engagement with crises«
drawing on his accumulated experience. This has provided him with
clear foundations and strategies to confront challenges and achieve
internal stability and external engagement.
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Conclusion:
Iraq experienced a critical phase in its political history during the period 2019-2021

as a result of the accumulation of economic: service—related. and social crises.
driven by widespread corruption. rising rates of poverty and unemployment. in
addition to the devastating effects of the war against ISIS. This reality led to the
outbreak of widespread protests in October 2019« which expressed a profound loss
of public trust in the government and the political system. ultimately resulting in the
resignation of Adel Abdul-Mahdi’s government.

In light of these developments: a transitional government headed by Mustafa Al-
Kadhimi was formed. operating under the limited authority of a caretaker
government. It sought to implement a number of limited reforms. most notably the
amendment of the Electoral Law No. (9) of 2020« and the call for early
parliamentary elections. which were held on 10 October 2021.

The election results revealed unprecedented shifts in the political landscape«
particularly the rise of independent candidates and the decline of several traditional
political forces. This produced a new political reality characterized by a conflict
between advocates of a political majority government and supporters of the

consensual (power—sharing) approach. The complexity of negotiations and the
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divergence of political visions led to the prolongation of the crisis« culminating in
the withdrawal of the Sadrist Movement. which paved the way for the Coordination
Framework to form a new government headed by Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani.
An analysis of this phase indicates that the government formation crisis was not
merely an expression of a conventional political dispute« but rather a reflection of
the structural dysfunction of the political system: in which internal determinants
(such as failure to manage societal diversity and institutional weakness) intersect
with external influences (regional and international). This intersection has left long—-
term implications for the future of governance and political stability in Iraq.
Conclusions

Political crises in Irag are not episodic or accidental; rather. they are the result of
structural accumulations within the political system. These crises often intensify
amid declining trust among political actors and reach their peak during government
formation phases« highlighting the urgent need to establish effective mechanisms
for national dialogue and sustainable political consensus.

The Iraqi judiciary played a significant role in regulating the pace of the political
crisis following the 2021 electionsc particularly through adjudicating electoral
appeals and conferring legal legitimacy on the election results. However. the role
of the judiciary still requires further strengthening to ensure greater independence
and more effective contribution to the resolution of political disputes.

The new Electoral Law No. (9) of 2020 brought about a shift in political
representation through the rise of independent candidates. reflecting the impact of
legal reforms on altering the rules of political competition. This underscores the
importance of further developing the electoral system to ensure it more accurately
reflects the popular will and political pluralism.

The regional and international dimension constitutes a decisive variable in the Iraqi

political landscape: as the interests of actors such as Iran. the United States. and
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the Gulf states intersect with Iraq’s internal dynamics. Consequently. Iraq’s stability
remains closely tied to regional balances of power: as evidenced by both overt and

covert interventions that influenced the process of government formation and its

policy priorities.
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