Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences

d - https://doi.org/10.25130/tjfps.v4i41.521

My e =, -

41

Tikrit Journal For Political Science

@ ] |
[/
ISSN: 2663-9203 (Electronic)

Contents lists available at: SINCE 2014
http://tjfps.tu.edu.ig/index.php/poiltic

s gl | o0 sl i batuiid | 85139 & el | p.oil
The Role of the United Nations in Managing Post-Conflict Societies

Ahmed Majbl Farhan @

ax lagh (hae daal 2o

General Directorate of Education in Anbar 2 2 LY Al dalad) Ao paal) [An 3l B4

Article info.

Article history:

- Received 22 Jun. 2025
-Received in revised form 30 Jun .2025
- Final Proofreading 22 Jul. 2025

- Accepted 27 Nov. 2025
- Available online:31 Dec.2025

Keywords:
- United Nations

- Post-conflict societies
-Peacebuilding

- Political stability
-Transitional justice

©2025. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY LICENSE
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Abstract: This study provides a critical analysis of the role of the
United Nations in managing post-conflict societies by examining both
the theoretical foundations and practical applications of its
interventions. Using a descriptive-analytical and comparative
methodology, the research explores the legal frameworks and policy
tools guiding UN peacebuilding efforts through case studies from
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, and Kosovo. The findings indicate that
the effectiveness of UN interventions largely depends on their
adaptability to local contexts and the degree of coordination with
national and regional actors. While UN strategies in institutional
reconstruction, governance promotion, transitional justice, and post-
conflict recovery have yielded notable achievements, persistent
challenges—such as funding constraints, coordination gaps, and
tensions between global norms and local dynamics—continue to
undermine long-term sustainability. The study concludes with
recommendations emphasizing context-sensitive, participatory
approaches and the prioritization of local capacity-building to enhance
durable peace outcomes.
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Conclusion
Managing post-conflict societies has represented a highly complex challenge for the

international community, and the role assumed by the United Nations in this domain remains
among its most sensitive and influential functions. Since its establishment, the Organization has
sought to develop diverse tools and mechanisms to address post-conflict environments, oscillating
between the principles of national sovereignty and the imperatives of humanitarian intervention,
while striving to achieve a difficult balance among security, development, transitional justice, and
societal reconciliation.

This study has demonstrated, through an examination of both the theoretical foundations and
practical applications of UN engagement, that the Organization has developed a comprehensive
post-conflict peacebuilding framework encompassing political reform, institutional
reconstruction, security support, and sustainable development. The analysis further reveals that
effective coordination between international and local actors, along with carefully designed,
context-specific strategies, constitutes a central determinant of successful UN interventions.

Nevertheless, practical experience has exposed several challenges that continue to constrain
the effectiveness of UN operations. Chief among these are the persistent tension between
sovereignty and international intervention, inadequate and unsustainable funding, ongoing security
threats, and weaknesses in institutional coordination. Field experiences in post-conflict settings
such as Sudan, Haiti, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo illustrate that overcoming these
obstacles requires structural reform and substantial modernization of UN operational mechanisms,
in addition to strengthening partnerships with local actors to ensure genuine responsiveness to the
needs of affected societies.

One of the key lessons drawn from this research is that post-conflict management is not merely
an emergency intervention but rather a long-term and continuous process. It demands a
comprehensive vision and flexible planning grounded in a thorough analysis of local contexts,
while accounting for political, economic, and cultural dynamics. Moreover, the meaningful
inclusion of local communities in peace processes, the assurance of transitional justice, and the
promotion of transparency and accountability are critical factors in building sustainable peace.

In light of these findings, the study recommends that the United Nations adopt a more integrated
and flexible approach to managing post-conflict societies by:

« Strengthening mechanisms for sustainable financing of UN programs and projects.

e Revising intervention models to respect local specificities and enhance local empowerment.

« Improving coordination among UN agencies to ensure balance between emergency assistance
and long-term development.

« Supporting the development of effective national institutions and ensuring the participation of
local communities in planning, implementation, and evaluation processes.
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