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achieved without possessing a set of tools that assist and facilitate the

ngx\r’n\':nzdg process of achieving these goals It is a soft tool that brings influence
- goals and a good reputation and preserves its interestsc especially
- tools humanitarian aid and development programs in which Germany has
) gﬂggiﬁ;ﬁt become a pioneer« and one of the countries in the world that spends the
- Bundestag most on its projects¢ Going back to the period after World War |1«
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ that created a bad image for it in the world« making it a hostage to the

ongoing work since the 1950s until today to improve this image« in

addition to the economic and military commitments it produced
towards Europe« NATO and Israel« This has had a profound impact on
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the extent and nature of relations with Middle Eastern countries:
particularly after the Arab Spring revolutions calling for democracy in
2011« and the increasingly complex landscape in the region. This has
pushed Germany to pursue a pragmatic policy that seeks to achieve its
interests despite its dealings with dictatorial regimes¢< and there are
indications of this in human rights files¢ In addition to its interference
in conflicts and supplying weapons to official and unofficial parties
influential in regional issues (such as the Syrian crisis¢ the Yemen war«
and support for Israel)< which contradicts its declared policies« such as
human rights and support for democratic transition< Berlin is
diversifying its tools in the region to compensate for this conflict or

contradiction.
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2 «“BDI” North Africa Middle East initiative “NMI”« Strengthening the Partnership with the Middle East / North

Africa: NMI's approach for stronger economic cooperation with the MENA region, (Berlin-2024), P1.

3 Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Protection (BMWK), System development

strategy 2024, (Berlin, 2024), P8-P37.

4 Khannanova. Specific Foreign Policy of FRG in the Near East and North Africa, (Moscow:

People's Friendship University of Russia, n.d), P76-50.
® International Energy Agency (IEA) ,Qil Market Report 2022, (Paris, 2022), P33-29.
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1 OEC - Economic Cooperation Organization, https://n9.cl/zvhsn , Statistics 2021-2022, 8-2-2025.
2 Qatar LNG Deal with Germany, THE GURDIAN, Press Release, 1-15-2023,
https://linksshortcut.com/NeHmA , 2025-2-2 &3kY) & )4,

3 SIEMINS AG, Annual financial report For the fiscal year 2022, (Berlin, Compound Management
Report for Fiscal, 2022), P12.

2022-5-28 cqpmdl Sl SUsill daghie oLt o Zalal) " i ge BB eas ¢ Aapalls o) O e !
.2025-2-10 « https://n9.cl/jx6rs

5 Javier Capapé Aguilar And a group of authors, SOVEREIGN WEALTH FUNDS 2023 -
Investing in a different World Order, ( SPAIN , ICEX-Invest in Spain | IE Business School, 2023),
P17.

¢ ADX What is Chimera S&P Germany UCITS ETF ?, Abu Dhabi Securities exchang, P4.
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® Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Protection (BMWK). Renewable energies in
numbers: National and international development in 2023, (Berlin, 2023), P12.
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1 a joint study by the Saudi-German Energy Dialogue, A study issued by the German Federal
Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate (BMWAK), the Ministry of Energy in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and other parties. Hydrogen cooperation potential between Saudi Arabia and
Germany,(Berlin-Al Riaydh) 2022, P6.
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2 Goethe Institute, https:/n9.cl/e28ws , 9-3-2025.

3 Alumniportal Deutschland, The German language around the world, 20-2-2024,

https://n9.cl/a2np3 , 9-3-2025.

4 BMZ- Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development , CORE AREA
STRATEGY Sustainable Economic Development, Training and Employment, (Berlin, 2024), P21.

> BORIS RHEIN, One World — Our Responsibility Making globalization fair, (Berlin: Sixteenth

German Government Development Policy Report, 2021), P57.
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1 BMZ- Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, The Federal
Government’s Third Report on the Global Status of Freedom of Religion or Belief-
Reporting period 2020 — 2022, (Berlin, 2023), P31-32-34.

2 Federal Ministry for families' seniors' women and young people, strengthening society —
sustainability report Reporting period September 2021 to January 2025, (Berlin, 2025) P28.

3 Federal Ministry of Defence, ON GERMAN SECURITY POLICY AND THE FUTURE OF
THE BUNDESWEHR, The White book, (Berlin, 2016), P6.

* The White book, Ibid, P80.
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! Leontine von Felbert & Layla Ali, Germany and Saudi Arabia’s Strategic Outlook in a Multi-
polar World, (KSA, Gulf Research Center, 2024), P2.

2 Kristina Kausch, Germany in the Middle East Enabling or evading?, Fred is a European think tank
for global action (POLICY BRIEF - N2 191 - JANUARY 2015), P5.

3 The White book, Op. cit, P52.

4 Kaim, Markus, The new White Paper 2016-promoting greater understanding of security
policy?, (Berlin: SWP German Institute for International Politics and Security, 2016), p5.

> Sebastian Meyer and Bruno: group of authors, Germany’s Foreign and Security Policy in Syria
and Iraq 2011-2016, (Riyadh, King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies, 2016), P8.

® 1bid, P25-29.
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1 The White book, Federal Ministry of Defence, ON GERMAN SECURITY POLICY AND THE
FUTURE OF THE BUNDESWEHR, Op. cit, P42.
2 The White book, Ibid, P41.

63u.4 «0)S3 G )las ‘é\)ﬂ\ &= ) danh ‘f Z\:ajj Z\zum\ bl danka u:mbd\ D)) JA.Ai 3
4 Rafal Ulatowski, German Foreign Policy. Reliable partners and “new players, Op. cit, P137.

® Timo Behr, Germany and the Arab Spring, (Paris, Actuelles de I'lfri, 2012), P3.
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! Larbi Sadik, Layla Saleh, Re-visioning Germany's Democracy Promotion in the Arab World,
Research gate, 2022, P22.

2 SUMAN MOMINT, AHUMAN RIGHTS BASED APPROACH TO REFUGEES: A LOOK AT
THE SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS AND THE RESPONSES FROM GERMANY AND THE
UNITED STATES, (LOS ANGELES, DUKE FORUM FOR LAW & SOCIAL CHANGE,
2017), P68-55.

8 BMZ- Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, German development
policy with Asia Innovative — social — feminist, (Berlin, 2023), P8.

4 BMZ- Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, Ibid, P 3-9-11.
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1 Ulrich Kiihn, Cornelius Adebahr, Group of authors, “GERMANY AND NUCLEAR
WEAPONS IN THE "21ST CENTURY ATOMIC ZEITENWENDE?”, (Routledge Global
Security Studies, First edition, 2024), P281.

2 Heiko Peters, Oliver Rakau, Iran nuclear agreement: Potential effects on the German
economy, Deutsche Bank Research, 2015, P1.

8 Justyna Gotkowska and Kamil Frymark, Germany’s engagement in the resolution of the
Syrian conflicts commentaey ‘OSW’ Centre for Eastern Studies> 2016, P3.

640a 0S5 G yian ¢l e G dapde 8 Aug) Lol Aubd) (denks cpalall o) dal ¢

17



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 3-28

~Aagaanl) kel Slgall-eliadli- il claiie gl Saeall agsll Lilall 3)gidy cdalaallg
' 5l5lllgmalally auaall

Syl L) Ggvia HIS) e Ll 555 dalaid) 31 :(FBN) dai i) Jlael) ausi—Lils
dgatill Jlae & Gglally AslaY) dum)lall plail) 533 e Jass ((BMWK) Gl Lo oSall )
oxllly (lag pall aads Ll Jled b dppall Joall (ans melind) 38 (e 2ty Ll 5ol dgasa
il Jodll pal (e eans i 8 Bload] Jsan 8 AnldY) @IS,al

Dbl £ 18)) G Lalle lae s agitn ) Ligaall @lsa¥) (g Banly 00l AL LinslsiSim Bl
Jolas 765 dawsiy hall (alia¥) cile cliles) it ) madss AslalY ool Cosa 4 (&3l
Ohle 2 Lgia e g5 Dlle 9 e aojliiall 038 Gy s 2045 sy aliall alalls 2030 ole
2 ey L) gie Tavss) (3yall 8 Jgo Bae ae clShd dats o s 3t e (gl

Aaiilly galai®¥) sladll Blys galnll oda o )l rdisatilly Ll Glaclally G @ll- )
Gl ZaYl acd Gy (Jeaill lSha o ade 3l L DA e BMZ dsll) Aoy
KFW zaliysg Hlisd) Jladis Jaass¥1 Gpall 8 Saal adinally 85l Bsiag Gl (hsoag (Sladlly
Glae s Lild) 038 1956 ale die duaiill Jlas 3 seae go Wlal Qs ¢ peaa aeal GIZ zaling
el Lilall Lgedn Al dplal) dlabsall )08 cAalle Cilealusag (8 (glaly miag g 8 JSE e digad
«@bally Qliady Gy Lysm (8 daaiilly SLaY) el Liad 22019 ale (b gye Sl 1.7 5o

o e hiaill e ilal i a8y ¢ ily Il sl Ve 3 alialy e el e

! Dezan Shira, Germany’s trade with the GCC 2023/24 Status and Prospects, 26-11-2023,
https://n9.cl/ohphp , 5-3-2025.

2 Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Protection (BMWK) Public Relations, Africa
Business Network Partners- Projects-Potential, (Berlin, 2024), P2-4.

3 German Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate (BMWK), Hydrogen cooperation
potential between Saudi Arabia and Germany, Op. cit, P4.

4 Mark Furness, Strategic Policymaking and the German Aid Programme in the MENA Region
since the Arab Uprisings, (Berlin, DIE - German Institute for Political Development, 2018), P14.
5 German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)- Group of authorss
EGYPTIAN-GERMAN PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT JOINT
PROCEDURAL MANUAL.,; (Berlin, 2021), P8.
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! Mark Furness, ‘Donorship' and Strategic Policymaking: Germany's MENA Aid Programme since
the Arab Uprisings, (Berlin, German Institute for Development and Sustainability, 2019), P15.

2 Federal Office for Economics and Export Control, Foreign Trade with Embargoed Countries-
Basics, (Berlin, 2020), P5-11.
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4 Gote¢biowski, Danie, From Europe to the Arab Peninsula? Cultural From Europe to the Arab
Peninsula? Cultural Diplomacy Practices, Social Science Open Access Repository “SSOAR”,
2020, P158-162.

5 Goethe Institute, https://n9.cl/xjdcq , 5-3-2025.
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1 About the DAAD, https://n9.cl/via8wr , 6-3-2025.
2 The Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation. "EPMA" Journal 2014 5(Suppl 1):A22.
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L pIETER WEZEMAN, Military spending and arms transfers to the Middle East and North Africa
‘Stockholm International Peace Research Institute Yearbook 2017°, https://n9.cl/95ykcr ,
https://n9.cl/kcgtm , https://n9.cl/53gh2 , 2017, 7-3-2025.

2 DW-TV, Germany delivers military gear to Jordan, 14-1-2018, https://n9.cl/glwuc , 3-7-2025.

8 Justyna Gotkowska and Kamil Frymark, Germany’s engagement in the resolution of the Syrian
conflict, Ibid, P2,

% 1bid, P6.

® Ibid, P1-2.
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! Can Kasapoglu, Sine Ozkarasahin, TURKISH — GERMAN STRATEGIC TIES IN CONTEXT:
DEFENSE COOPERATION AND POLITICAL-MILITARY AGENDA OF BILATERAL
RELATIONS, “EDAM’ Center for Economic and Foreign Policy Studies, 2020, P4.

2 CHADY EL KHOURY, COUNTERING THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM Good Practices
to Enhance Effectiveness, International Monetary Fund, 2023, P56.

% Egypt and Germany: Security Cooperation Agreement Signed, NEWLAND CHASE ‘CIBT’
COMPANY, 14-7-2016, https://n9.cl/8v84im , 9-3-2025.

4 EU2020 — DE, Fight against terrorism on the internet: Political agreement reached on EU
Regulation, 11-12-2020, https://n9.cl/n2vr05 , 9-3-2025.
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Conclusion:

German foreign policy plays multiple roles in the Middle East¢< and in various
issues« crises and conflicts¢ through which it attempts to increase its external
influence with the countries of the region. Due to the geopolitical and geoeconomic
importance of the Middle East in the world« Berlin focuses in its strategy towards
the region on diversifying soft tools< which penetrate society and can achieve great
acceptance« Especially since Germany has good historical relations with the
countries of the region« in addition to a good reputation as a mediator in crises« and
international and regional competition in the region (China-Russia-Turkey-lIran):« the
use of these tools comes as they are the key to achieving the goals that Berlin seeks
to achieve« such as securing a market for its industries« Securing energy supplies«
halting refugee flows« resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflictc and combating
terrorism—achieving these goals depends on the success of the tools used« which
are part of its strategy toward the region.

1. The process of German foreign policy decision-making is influenced by a set of
key determinants, most notably security and economic considerations, which
constitute the primary drivers shaping its external behavior.

2. There is a marked diversity in the political, cultural, and economic instruments
employed by Germany. This diversity reflects the country’s substantial capabilities
and the depth and strategic scope of the objectives it seeks to achieve in the Middle
East.

3. Germany maintains significant reservations regarding participation in direct
military operations or the transfer of weapons to conflict zones. In most cases, it
limits its involvement to training and limited arms provision when deemed
necessary. Nevertheless, this restraint has been selectively reconsidered in specific
instances, such as in the context of the war in Yemen, support for Israel, and
counterterrorism efforts.

4. Germany utilizes development policy and humanitarian assistance as instruments
for promoting core German normative principles, particularly democracy and human
rights, allocating billions of dollars to these sectors as part of its external engagement
strategy.

5. Germany is among the earliest states to have systematically employed cultural
diplomacy on a global scale, particularly toward the Middle East. This is evidenced
by initiatives such as the Arabic-language broadcasting network Deutsche Welle
since the 1950s, in addition to its extensive efforts to promote the German language
internationally.
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