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- democratic transition The findings reveal that the adoption of democracy in Iraq has
- political sectarianism remained largely superficial, lacking the institutional and social

- social justice.

reforms necessary to support a stable political environment. This
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  governance metrics. The study identifies political sectarianism,
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= democratic culture as key barriers to political stability.

The study recommends restructuring the electoral system to ensure

fair and inclusive representation, fostering democratic values through

education and media, and implementing comprehensive development
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policies to achieve social justice. Moreover, enhancing judicial
independence and reducing external interference are deemed essential
to establishing a durable and effective democratic framework in Iraqg.
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Conclusion:

The democratic transition in lIraq after 2003 is considered one of the most

significant political transformations in the region. It marked a shift from an
authoritarian regime to a parliamentary democratic system, representing a pivotal
moment in Iraq’s modern political history. However, this transition did not lead to
the desired political stability. Instead, over the past two decades, the political
landscape has been characterized by institutional fragility, societal divisions, and
recurring political crises. The study has revealed the following findings:

1.

Formal democracy does not guarantee political stability. Although Iraq adopted
a parliamentary democratic system in 2005, this system has remained constrained
by political sectarianism and a quota-based power-sharing arrangement, which
weakened its effectiveness and led to repeated political crises.

Weak democratic political culture. The behavior of voters and citizens has been
marked by a lack of trust in state institutions, a tendency toward sub-national
loyalties, and reliance on religious and sectarian leadership rather than political
programs, which undermines the effectiveness of the democratic system.
Institutional fragility and lack of constitutional adherence. The Iraqi experience
shows that disputes over constitutional interpretation, the weakness of the Federal
Supreme Court, and declining trust in the judiciary have contributed to
undermining political stability and perpetuating political deadlock.

External interference and incomplete sovereignty. Irag has remained influenced
by regional and international dynamics, which has affected sovereign decision-
making and weakened the state's ability to manage its internal affairs
independently.
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