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Abstract: Drugs have emerged as one of the most serious challenges
facing Iraq after 2014, as a result of the political, security, economic,
and social transformations the country has witnessed. Once known
primarily as a transit route for drug trafficking, Iraq has gradually
transformed into a consumer and producer of narcotics. Despite
significant governmental efforts to enact legislation and tighten
security controls, several factors such as corruption, poverty,
unemployment, as well as economic, religious, and other causes
continue to undermine the effectiveness of these measures. The
consequences of drug proliferation have become increasingly evident,
negatively affecting individuals and society alike, while also
undermining national security by financing terrorist groups and
disrupting the social fabric. Hence, there is an urgent need for a
comprehensive strategy that integrates security, legal, and awareness
dimensions to effectively address this phenomenon and mitigate its
repercussions on the state and society.
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Conclusions:

When examining government policies in Irag to address drug abuse, several key
conclusions were reached regarding the effectiveness of these policies and the
challenges they face. These are:

1. Despite the existence of laws, such as Anti-Narcotics Law No. 50 of 2017, the
actual implementation of these laws still suffers from a lack of resources and
effective oversight. Many recommendations have not been translated into concrete
action on the ground.

2. The focus on security solutions rather than prevention. Government policies
have relied primarily on security and military measures to control drugs, such as
raiding smuggling dens and arresting those involved. It is essential to develop
adequate prevention programs that address the social and economic causes that drive
young people to drug abuse.

3. The absence of comprehensive rehabilitation strategies. Rehabilitation
programs for addicts remain limited, leaving many users vulnerable to relapse after
release. The country also lacks specialized rehabilitation centers capable of treating
addiction from a health, psychological, and social perspective.

5. The need for stronger regional and international cooperation. Given that Iraq
lies on international smuggling routes, government policies must rely on cooperation
with neighboring countries to combat the ongoing flow of drugs across borders.
However, this cooperation remains limited.
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7. Reform drug laws and legislation to ensure a balance between deterrent
penalties, rehabilitation programs, and treatment for addicts.

8. Weak community awareness campaigns. Government policies require strong
awareness programs targeting groups at risk of drug use, such as youth and the
unemployed. Official media does not play a sufficient role in spreading awareness
about the dangers of drugs and their devastating impact on society.
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