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Articleinfo. Abstract: This research examines the Israeli leadership crisis

Article history: following the events of October 7, 2023, by analyzing the conceptual
- Received: 12 Oct. 2025 framework of the crisis of leadership, trust, and political legitimacy,
ngfé‘gfgd'”zge‘é':gdzfgzr? 10Dec. 2025 and linking it to the structural dysfunctions that afflicted the Israeli
Final Proofreading: 15 Mar. 2026 security and political system. The research focuses on the fundamental
- Available online: 31 Mar. 2026 transformations in Israeli security doctrine through a comparison

between the pre- and post-event phases, documenting the failure of its

f< sc}nllvi\;(i)crgsfrust traditional pillars represented by deterrence, early warning, and rapid
:"‘-I‘;"’r‘g:{fhm Crisis decisive victory. The study reviews the most prominent
- Netanyahu manifestations of the crisis at both the internal and external levels,
- Political Institutions which included a decline in public support for the government and its
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ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY LICENSE  growth in international isolation. It concludes that this complex crisis
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  contributed to the erosion of the political legitimacy of governing

institutions and the loss of trust in leadership, rendering the events of

October 7 a structural turning point that threatened the stability of the
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Israeli political system. The research provides an analysis of the
internal repercussions of this crisis on the political and social scenes,
leading to an exploration of potential future trajectories, favoring the
scenario of continued war in the absence of strategic decisiveness and
the inability of the parties to formulate a political settlement
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Conclusion:
The events of October 7, 2023, constituted a pivotal turning point within Israel,

revealing a comprehensive crisis in its structure that extended beyond security
dimensions to encompass political, economic, and, most importantly, social spheres.
The war on Gaza contributed to deepening the political division and leadership crisis
that has long plagued successive Israeli governments, and weakened public trust in
official institutions. This was compounded by a clear inability to provide a coherent
picture of the war's outcomes, as well as a lack of a strategic vision for the post-war
period.

Furthermore, the Israeli government allocated enormous economic resources
to cover the war's expenses, particularly after opening multiple fronts (Lebanon,
Iran, and Yemen). This strained the home front and reduced the Israeli decision-
maker's room for maneuver. In light of this analysis of the internal repercussions, we
examined the potential trajectories of the war, concluding that the continuation of
the status quo (the war) is the most realistic scenario, given the current situation in
Gaza. This likelihood reflects a state of mutual attrition and a lack of will or ability
on the part of the parties to escalate the conflict or reach a comprehensive political
settlement, particularly Israel. Therefore, the continuation of the war without a clear
horizon for a solution will exacerbate Israel's internal crises and reproduce instability
at both the domestic and regional levels.

Based on the presented visions, expectations, and analysis of the reality Gaza
IS experiencing today under systematic Israeli aggression, we can arrive at several
conclusions, including:

1- The events of October 7, 2023, proved that Israel is facing a complex, structural
crisis encompassing security, political, economic, and social levels, and that it can
no longer be contained through traditional tools or short-term solutions.

2- The war has contributed to deepening the leadership crisis and internal political
division in Israel, as the ruling figures have failed to formulate a clear strategy for
the war's outcome. This, in turn, has resulted in a tangible decline in public trust in
official institutions and an erosion of the legitimacy of political decisions, as
illustrated in the presented charts.

3. The Israeli economy incurred escalating costs as a result of the ongoing war,
manifested in financial drain, disruption of productive sectors, and a decline in
growth indicators. This cast increasing doubt on its ability to sustain a protracted
war.
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4. The repercussions of the war led to a social rift within Israel, accompanied by
increased psychological pressure, societal divisions, and a growing sense of
insecurity, all of which contributed to weakening the home front in the medium term.

5. Regarding the scenarios presented above, the most likely outcome is the
continuation of the status quo, particularly given lIsrael's inability to achieve a
complete and comprehensive military victory, the diminishing prospects for
expanding the conflict regionally, and the failure of political efforts to impose a
comprehensive settlement.
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