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Conclusion:
When the United States invaded Iraq in early 2003, Iran was in a weak and

fragile strategic position. And when the United States withdrew in late 2011, the
extent of thestrategic change that occurred in the region became apparent. The arc
of Iranian influence stretched from western Afghanistan to the Mediterranean
coast, with what seemed like an American acknowledgment and regional
surrender that Iran had won the roundin Iraq, after bringingits allies to power and
turning it into a follower rather than a stubborn adversary. In this context, the
"Arab Spring" represented an important opportunity to restore balance, as Syria
became a new arena for Saudi-Iranian-Turkish competition after Iraq had
dominated this role. However, the US military presence continued to limit the
ability of these players to exert larger roles. With the US withdrawal, the
confrontation between Saudi Arabiaand Iran became open throughout the fertile
crescent, with Turkey not far from it.
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In its efforts to strengthen its grip in Iraq after the departure of the Americans
and in defense of its positions that began to shake in Syria, Iran and its allies in
Iraq adopted policies of marginalization and absolute exclusion towards Sunni
forces and components. They capitalized on the remnants of Al-Qaeda, which the
Americans had succeeded in defeating with the help of the Awakening Councils in
Iraq between 2007-2009, in the sectarian polarization resulting from Iranian
policies that supported the practices of al-Maliki and al-Assad to reshape
themselves. This led to the emergence of the so-called Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria, which began to be known by the abbreviation ISIS (or Daesh) in April
2013.
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