Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences

d - https://doi.org/10.25130/tjfps.v1i42.676

O
O yr P-ISSN: 2312-6639
O E-ISSN: 2669-9203

O
O
O TJFPS
http://tjfps.tu.edu.iq/index.php/politic/index

Tikrit Journal for Political Science

it it | o ) i 45 Ao

IRAQI /cademie Seientifie Journals
https://iasj.rdd.edu.ig/journals/ /

" gluall )lea ) Jolumil] dbouis el o 2020 0 el utmimml| - dute b ot | i i S 17
“ Japan-China relations after 2020 from interdependence to balance of interests™

Asist.Prof Dr. Ali Hussain Kadhim Alesami @ T aland) pBIS Gpua e 3 )
Al-lamam ALkadhim (AS) University Collage 2 donbad) aghal) and — (g) aBLSH alay) 4us
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2366-6617

Article info.

Abstract: This research highlights the elements and variables that

Article history: affecting the nature of Japanese-Chinese relations through testing the

- Received 12 Oct.2025 Randall Schuler's assumptions of balance of interests theory« and how
-Received in revised form 10 Dec. 2025 H H ini Pt

" Accepted 23, Feb, 2026 it can C(_)ntrlbute to exp_la}lnlng and predicting the future paths of
Final Proofreading 15 Mar. 2026 cooperation and competition between them. It addresses the most
- Available online: 31. Mar .2026 prominent determinants facing Japanese-Chinese relations and
Keywords: measuring its impactc as well as tracking the ranges of trade
-Interdependence partnership since the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
- Balance of interests _ Agreement (RCEP) came into effect in 2021¢ which represents the
- Regional Comprehensive Economic ) ) ) )

Partnership (RCEP) first regional trade partnership agreement that brings them together«
- Security competition and how it can contribute to setting limits for security competition and

©2026. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY LICENSE

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  The study concludes that Japan—China relations are no longer

governed by traditional interdependence« but have entered a new
phase based on the management of competition within the boundaries
of shared interests« reflecting broader transformations in the structure
of the international system toward multipolarity and intensified great-
power competition.

enhance opportunities for cooperation between them.

*Corresponding Author: Ali  Hussain  Kadhim Alesami ,Email: ali.hussain@iku.edu.iq
,Tel:009647717405291, Affiliation: Imam ALkadhim University Collage (IKU)
95



https://doi.org/10.25130/tjfps.v2i35.338
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:ali.hussain@iku.edu.iq
mailto:ali.hussain@iku.edu.iq
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2366-6617

Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

ALl B dade & 55 Y i)y Jalgall Lo sanall Gand) 138 Ll :AadIAY) sl cla glaa
" - 1) &l s
ol 0 OSer Ay o Juld wlladl (pls Ak Gl L) ok oo Agaall 2023 S o0B 2081
) ’ ) - 2025 I 35S 10 skl axs
aalg Sl claasall Gyl Joli 13) ¢ Lagiin Guililly oslail) Cihlase Jifiaoas guilly il 2026 564 23 154l -
) 2026 ¥ 15 el sasl) —
Ol 2y die Lylaill 4S5 a0 dgan aii o Db laydl dgan g A call A5LLI B 2026 U3 31z pdld il -
ASlyd Aali) Jg) Jia s 2021 sle (RECP )alilall duads¥) dpsl iyl 4S], &l 4l Hpalidal) clalel
) Jalial) alaiey) —
doauly) Lalandy) Ashal) ddlsi-
'?@-'H u_gl:.:\l\ U alalid)
) it

:daddal)

O Jalls L 55 3 Jalsally el psiall anetl s adetl) e Al Ldgal) ) Ay g
Y1 O35l Aalas Jadis Lo gy (Al 5a Lo Lgie Ualoe s3a 3l Aisall AL clBlal) dul
Ll 368 Jray Gbplall DISE (padylall G L8] mlliaalls Jasiyy L Lgiag alaall (55l 28Dl
Bl Al Alls e Dad  Joal) (ginall e in Laily Gaend a8V (gl e
LYl Jie dienge B8 3smg Ol A Gila ey caila e 38 daphadl) (e a5k Glaal G el
ol i) 038 (S 52 opall g kg Al Dpallad) Copal) dulgs die Aalaial) 3 £ 5eY) Baaial)
ety b Blas (el Cand) 138 8 Jglaian 13 diaal) AUl £50EN GBI jlae o ol J<a0
Aogall 038 (338a3 Ja) (g A 038 ifinay Ao o Lyl (5305 dga (e gt Lad iyl
D)) sy dasle ngdl Hlisa lgng b alaicly Bange Lplai Glat & LDl asi o Lide cang
Jidially Cnll aaa aias ) Gleane (3l (glaill Glaill Jidin mlladll (s duplas gld Jullg

+ il ALl G e eV Gl @il S 6 by alladd) O3l il sy
Auia¥ly Al adlly dnlai®Y) c¥satl ) ail Alglae Jia 435S (o il daaa) g rctiand) Azan]

Alitiaall Lgihlae Gl 1) Yans divall AaLLl i dapda e

96



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

aabidal) cpanall 450 LEBle dauh dlaia) clae Guld Ol QUL Jie dga 8 sdial) L)
Lo adde 20 Gl 138 Jolasa 53 (gasall sl (6l cAnlas <ol aads Allise
el gt we paat 6 A udlial) @l (ye Gaaial) wilall laie 58 Leg Y] Gadlill G (e
Wl Gt Sy Jolial) sl s Lo cdli il sae Js—all 1 e o )i $onall xe Jaliid)

o et L) lS)al aalus CaSy Sieall Anblll Bl lasa 3y al Salladl

Livall —Labll) B Jiies allas au)

AAS ) Laolie Lmpd (e Gandl (3llaty Dle) 5)sSall Aocl¥) LISEY) e Dl rdia) A
gl Jan iy llaaal) 0155 A4S rai il (ALLY (galaiB) O3l gagdy e el
(ostaial) suall B JBY) o adde jlasaal) (5Uail) (e Alaail " AeY) Gadlal

G Jii e ity gl oaill Shi ) meid) Lo aldat b ind) sl sl malia

-

B L adl L)l jodall sl Ayl el Wl il fike sae Cilag s Ay all dalL)

O @il Jakil) iy dige pabidl (AlaasV) ilaill Giaall alads al e Slad 4 all L)
sadaall Jalgadls Lo il (gaay (b skl

ped b oo Gl (gylaill LYY Jo¥) Jolin sy aldan SO ) Ganal) oy sl 4S8
Gl 3 gl Laiy alleaall 03l Aoyl oy M Alay L Aaiadl Guplaall Gy Jalaal slaeY)
agh Joliiee (531 Y] llaall ) Yomg Lt call Ab) B aslss A a0 S
il 4L G Jifise 8 W sls (RCEP) dlalall daaldYl )il 4l

97



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

albaadl Ojlgig Aabiial) dualaicy) g ¥ cabaal

sl e LS sl ey e S8 o Jeal) c Jaliiall alaie V) salls ol 5,81 agall Cuagd
o LeSiling ALty llaall Ja i 503 Lgallas (3ail 5alall o2 addiad diweall s 4l
Al Gl LAY culall e lgy (68 mllias Lalo)l Pla (e ol ddeall Joall 2an o)) (Sl
Blaalls Lo yilis Ladgas (L aalan’ (8 Loy Ly Lgallime cilK0d 55 e Jaad iy ddasgially (511
Bl o allaall 138 3 Jglaies 131 s alall o3g] ey aamaS Y] figall o wibaill 138 acad i
S olsd! et Al mlleadll (3l dpkaig dalaal laeY) spll Lo eguall
Jalial) alaiey) -1

Jall Led Ley Jelstll S Lgd 06 ) dpallall dbod) 8 Al ) dasldie V) mlhaiae juds Ll
s Law g BV (e pandl lpdan e olae¥) Als & Jell e ge delsdls
daliall alaeV) o gos (B Asyld oo Sl ol gl BLIY) a0 Us sy (Dependence)
Jsal) G Aaliie iy auits Ciige ) dpallad) luband) 8 ) ) i (Interdependence)
ey Sl Lol e Cadliy JY) Cailide Cpegd Aplaied o) Gai Ua e Aol GLLY) )
OS Oy s 4l gl s o) e Gl aal) (8 ) e i Jls & ey e il
Y g8 5353na b lgardiun Al 86il) Gl by caml) o adiay nndl 8 daagaall 8 LS Sinal
dal (I La dug 89all S dpad Caaag JUllg a@enll iy Jasdl s 82L) aay agl aakiis
Logish S Shae (Bla)ll e (chalilly lay ol cagiie )l (8 (play Clige (8 dRiiall oda i
2 Lo ddasd & G Gjal deall (e lagia 2aly Cilish ol SHall e slall Zpal AV)g da Laaaal
Glas "Ll (3yain Glild @y culad 13 S Glald Lol ¢ 5 ol ) el 8 dsayses 4l AY) Laaaal

i e 55Rl) peal Aalial) Lalaie¥) Jlas) aie 4l :Jall dail) sda e ol

! Waheed Rana “Theory of complex Interdependence:A comparativeAnalysis of Realist and
Neolibral theoughts”, International Journal of Business and Social Science Vol. 6,No.2(New
York: February 2015) P.291.
2 norman angell, “The Foundations of International Polity” (guildford: billing and sons, Itd.,
1914)),P 17

98



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

Sy (U (e IS Aed (Al Olgiall () juds soliaad) el awan dalaall alae W) e Cuaall o)
slagl Glaldl 4 Jslay W5 1977 ale (Ul Al 8 Gaallad) dalond) sislaic ¥y 55l LaghliS b
Aball L)) lend) dpale Joa Jaleall e LY PA (e Jaliidd) alaie V) spalal duglaie Col yuds
Aolag dpallall dusbocd) o 350 Tl () Jany Can Glaill adly (galeai®y) Jaa il (35S0 Lodie dallel)
o) aclgd o) Cilebal Job o) Ll DA e Jal il Talai) o Loadl 5555 duasSall cilehal) o1 Joall
O sl Gy Ahsll e B 8 WSy clasSall plan Aladd) e Alee el Gl
Al st (age 9 5aasSy (sb 4l Lo 8 Jllg dad) (sl jsda el g LSS LS dualacy)
pgd B Liegi ¥t Gaal b aald iy oy Daadlall Al b Jaliall slae¥) sl i)
Glas) (A& Craale Al il (e dles @llla ¢ Joall (glaill jalae ol e Dlumd Joall el
dae o lgin e bl Gl i Jia daaBlglly dadbdll (gylaie (sl Sl Ayl 8 Jganll 128
~1973 e Gndal land Cieliais @llia sasiall il Lgigals Al lElay)s alind cops Jid)
) Giliaglias] 979 ale haslady Slbgall Ul e Db " jags Gy Wi lgils 1974
ale (NPT) dogeill dalul) Ll axe saales il caguil lly Laslinl) dalal) jlasl o
219704 dsl) calss 151968
Ghail) Ay A e Lailly dalaeV) & Sl as ey LaaBlll QLS Candy SYsanl) oda JS
Ghaly el hlae sladll e 58580 " 535 panu’ Jola 3 allall alaid¥) e g )
W3S A ) Gupdg ¢ st (e oilill (o Ao layfiang Joall (g ilayaill (ggine DDA (e g
Locsh 4 (5805 cAuablie Cildypail) and (5S35 ALl g bl allall Lai®Y) ¢ alBV) (gl e
Sl uriall 138 " i€ gl o e Ll Liadiie W35 5< LS Al gl Jaall ) 5yl
DA 8 Gansly gl Apalall e 5l bl e Joall (pn Lol ) 858l ajsi b calpusal) oy
Glagleall adlidan o ol didlad) cliahigilly dualled) Hladll pawany el daall Jleals 2all

Alaidy) 4~ L) colpd o) Jlad ¢ duadlgl) 4 ylaad) )i acdt Al dicajd " i3 S xcag dan il
£ SN 2) D) ae i Al A " Hi38 adag 4

'Robert O. Keohane and Joseph S. Nye,” Power and Interdependence”,(Boston,longman,2012)P
3-5
1770= ¢ (2017, glse Auiay la 122 "apl gal) CilBBlall" ¢ (38 3 s a2
99



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

¢ Dl il Hde aulll Gl 4 zgans Bl & Baaly Ao Lo 058 Gl o allad)
LS yaY) sastiall sl oo Bylasaall Algall <l 1960-1945 (o L Slgiaall g ¢ calaall Lillayyy
A0laiY) "Ahliall Ll Lasip L Joall o sl aish e daiad Ll any ~ L) Ay (ld 13Ky
L OSal Gy Jaall g (galeai@ s pabond] (g5l Gl

O Obx Legild LSS LS Laguansly dolall olaie¥) 3,88 culay) olalll Glallyalll "G5Sy W' Ll
GlagSall jie i Jelilly cJaliall cadinal) alaie¥) (e dille da)ay el dpesdl) e B
dalad 4 Jeadl (e Y G Sl Jaliiall alaie B Ll ladsad Jiar &8 ey dadalall Gl
cOlelall Hib ) o) e gie IS (g5 WS cdulalall (gsally ciluasall 5plall (goal) ( Joliiall slaie !
gt e Db 138 caaill sl ol lge AN Clgasill ity Jin Lol Joall & Asasdll e
S5 Las daasll oo JShglly (calls dpihagl) mlliaal) culelaa day)y " (51 Lgn 2l (Al "l gall dpaaenll
23 dabd) Jigs b Alga) NI

leie aaly 3 A5 pllaally Jabiall slae¥) 8,6 Jayy ) A5l depadll snge cand Laiy
G sl e Ao sana asi Lavic 3gasl) (I b Lol wanall b " A (] 288 ool aainall
Ao ganan dojle Lgasls (655 W) S pdine JiS0 Lgin dipne AS5ida aily A0 mllian 290 )
YA i) lssgall Jlae) 3 g Lad limy (and) lgaany o W@Ble 8 A58 2clsdll (e

Jol sles st A 20lgal) (g e gane il Joliial) olaie¥) se (Ko 238 Le DA (s 4o
39l dagSaa aclgill o2 S elgu Jolinl) adlsy Julaty (ans pe agdlelin Hlal G adeall Jelsilly
cOlelall @l haiuly Bal)l Leadlsy & Loy ladll lelBle g Loy ASpdall mlladd) ) daanells

sl G (e g o) Sl of Adgall Audliall Bas (e (aliy (63 IS

5002 ¢(2008¢ladl mlall 350 10 )" Algall CilBall B |8k O guad g ke !

: g ) ALalal) claapall (I Gaslil) ¢pa Aulgal) cllad) il ¢ ilaadl) o AalSe 5 liie Chusy ¢SS Caall 2
1002 ¢(2025 Ayl sasgll il K

oaedill Aol cldal) Gl cCaw Cidieg S W (g Al i CLRSY) duadlols A O

35402 (20166 labnd) Ay S yal) 3Kpallicg yu) cgpiilly
100



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

rllaall 0512
Cipa Jsall Y Alae 43,8 el ) Agbaetl) Joall 350 opl) sl Bpsbeaall olging Jlaa
JSUie s2e i o) gl G agall Gl aanplaig cully Qi sad o3k plew gl 4ny 1994 ple
LYY e Al VI detionss anle Calatall ladil) e Cality 5ed "plusall’ o sgial Clly Canpes b
ob asbinal ol Gllily ahll masl) gas fuad (S (oW e Yau gl Cangs L) Ll el
Loan ) Jleas sl sa s5ladl Ll o)y sl e egai ST G3)lsall
o AV dasgll i e Il zodie e lladll O35 asehal O " lisd (g il
e lgad o g liall lgady A dloall e Al callsall ) jady 5asgll (Siese o L allaill (g5
dsed) sl ) e AU (ggiaal) (Ao Ll cail) o3 Blat auesil lgady e A cadlall
gl alhas oY Blaig alaill daaha N s Al Joally cabl) gl e aailadl) Jgal
OSae 3 SL Laghyns (g pual) (e cllee Ledaant Cineass Lo aa ) glimale "daalyall’ 5 ' cal)l
e g8 1Y Jadlly LS A il Agleas i) e Baleall ) calll aagl) (658 o AR (pe
oY) il G Al el ol bl sl Joal duaills Ll (sl Y (Y malaas )
3l Ay pSeaal) Jilussll padind Y Lld lgaid a5 I dsall oda (oand 38 Lainy pall (IS 358
Jsd 3 e Jilaall 3 Lgasa) aagil) (gicne DAL & Ceual) 30alls galaial Cibiay ccund) N3¢l s} 220
On DS DI Calids 8 Lowall sda o e at)ll o (Glla aSla e ST ad) malas Lo dealyil
OB dralall Jso Lain lgad (Blad paassiy (ALY auagll jusil 43Sl 50dll aadiod 68 Ldsia
AL el ) il 38 ) a3 Loy gl dils pa) RIS G Y] e paasil) il
O eSay s laaie 4y Jadlaall culadl e (558 sSi Ll san Ladie 13aas dhadldl Jeall aam

LS8 Gy 3 UMl (gl caly Jaally s ) dlie gl andioss Laessil) Lgilaal 3 - laill adss

a3 ) s o sl 2 ey oAl sl U e (s asms O Lsd gl Adla

I Randall L. Schweller,” Bandwagoning for Profit: Bringing the Revisionist State Back In”,

International Security, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Summer, 1994) p. 79-83,99-106.
101



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

leiar ¥ Al (5ol il alaals ool oI5 gl dyg pam Alliaa ¢ 2nly il (o dmaesi il
IS8 W A gy o 368 ol sl alle 85l ol maen” (Y5 gkl sda Jl b slai
G858 AU ) Ol plas g ) i) Joaty of el ad oyl dgay o Vssie L Ty
Dl 13 e o cple Dl 8 DR Lo S (DA Ge crllad) il Akl Sag
AR ey 2agill G)lgs duylatg Al (el (il Akt aodaid W s
dipall- 4l cilMal) cliasa 1 AGY Gllaall

35 o palin Lo lgie Chstiag dalse s Gl L Wle palsy (5 on B dauls o
@A) g e Dlgall CalkY) o) Joall g dedliall Ban e g die 23 lgSS Jand (5319 glal
Joliiin allaall 138 8 Lsld Jla 2 ey cpllall BIS o Ganlail) Bals g 50 Chaiiall ans st luss 38
t oY) il e ag Lial) ALl Gl B 55 €S Jand ) ol
Al — ALl GBI Whagd ) i)l Cilelyal) sl shae Laiially i) cisasal) -1
Craalug cpbylall o QBB Al e obe S @) 3SI3 Legilys el i)l anyay Aliidially
Shauld) i 18951894 (Jo¥) Asbld) dsirall (o) Laay cpmll (o Apled) el 5,81 3
'1945-1937 st

@3l A 5L ol 558 DA iyl Al Al e paly (S Gl el Gaa
Ll Plaa¥) e b e Ganall W papen (Al 4a)lll ) Slaall Caealus 288 121 (gaally 4002l
s diad Gl aag bl Cp il el mall 8 Jua sl 20 Joa Wina 2]y Al
dle sl S Gl (Ble¥) e b3 Ly 1978 Hle dnbldl Lal) d8lacally aldl s2ales
liasSa canad Eua 2008 ale "Ll Zucbd) Zadiglly Cije (s3lg dlidall ol e Slad 1998

((2013: 3557 Alga ciliadyd "aaleaidV) Culgilly dalid) byl Gy Al Asieeall G (aje AL !

199=
102



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

A pie mllany galaBl ol o aly Lagin AN GBI e Zanlill JEY) Jie e il
Ha L e ikl ol
g i) 2 cpoald) (yay AU Bl Al 8 815 (25 il haasall Aed) ()l I3 g
Libll) Gl Joa g il Jon 2024 jracws (A oaliall lajyuyas & "AsbLl (g yis dusage 4353
Lt (A 8Ly Jgeas gL eha) cpall (1 padd 15005 2Lk 1000 o due &) Livall
Phra Y Cuw sS o) oSadll e liel saaiall LYl I g cpd) il Cppaiadl)
Ol Sayn g Basnall Vsl ae (SLL Gglanll () Geaing (e daw g (el QL) G daine
Alagig Al Sl Beall Al B (g (e A Gy Anbl) dall GBIl ey (galiaidy]
Ua gl Lialédis) el 8y6Shal) cile ganall (¢ gaiial) ¢y gunionall edal LS Tunagh 4K 5e¥) Asblll callal)
2e%36 V2023 ple %70.7 ¢ Cpall danilly dival) —2sbL B Ll 05 5 (e Ao S
LalaidY) Gl oL Wle J<a Zubld) ol eV Al b Oy o) Silg) Gug 2024
S Ll ) ale U< ouieall lan Gus 2024 ale %27.8 12023 ale %60.3 ool G
A Ll il ale Joa cpiylll ilie Glilal 0l Jlkally latl) aed UK Y gl diajlas

Zolial Jgaall 3 LS lla¥) cielag ol adinall 3 Ly cleaatll Joal) e iy

(s oms Sl ve 1 (Al — ddeal) GBI BB Gied) RIS pald) Jiy Lavie” ¢ignS alsall !
18602 (2023 ¢aislly yall mlall jla Glee )duagad) Gaeal) Al (b EDEY Ciluilaghial)

Gledaial (55232001 ale bl b caanls ) Sl 3She (ge sy e dusnisa (The Genron Npo )y *
Lhahiaal) acs cliby Higis aladl sl

2 The Genron NPO. The mutually-beneficial strategic relationship between Japan and China
has begun to lose its foundation of trust(Japan:2025). (https://www.genron-

npo.net/en/opinion_polls/archives/5654.html )
Accessed on 22/1/2026

103


https://www.genron-npo.net/en/opinion_polls/archives/5654.html
https://www.genron-npo.net/en/opinion_polls/archives/5654.html

Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

) SLL alal gl clalad) (1) Jgas

%0.4 %20.8 %13.2 %13.3 %25.5 %18.6 %6.4

%3.3 %15.8  %12.2 %15.1 %33.6 %7.9 %12.1

sl e Oyt duege Hos (A 3l @libll ) alnaVh Galll dhel e Jgaal)
(https://www.genron-npo.net/en/opinion polls/archives/5654.html )
Osablll Clalaial s 8 Olgasl) aiag Baluad) g gumgan (gpinall alaial il ciblall @ 1yglal aed
gty Aoy illg o L) olgal) Aaad) 5 a3 Lo DA (p05 ileg + Joall (slanll Apaa) e <3|
2l 138 o) LS gdplall (g (gala@Y) (glatll jallae (el (e a1l duiual) Z5LLI GEDLAL faase
Al (ol pag Adgall clyaiall e 8ylasd) Ll ol A Lo 13 ateal Jelam o) oSaall (e
LOLlll Loaally Tapastg V) el (e 538 81 (gt 8y yual (i yhall
Agald) s jjal) (e desena (Atiseall) ook 5) (Rsbldl) oSSl @ gasbis — oSSl 30 =2
Wt oLl lale lasd Cum A0l LSl 5 e cdlliy Byl all ja (8 2 Ally Gl
Slally Lokl (e 55 rillalga) clligs Galaiall a3 () ey 3 lgde Lol Olalis sl (00 JS o 5
el gl Siga Lg3sS e Dluiad

dalal) Gigall 53 Alaa ¢ gl dgeall G e gaall ey b Al i) AT g dene (s |
932(2025 (s 15y )e6aladl) 16338l Aasadl
104


https://www.genron-npo.net/en/opinion_polls/archives/5654.html

Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

@ ok (A e S 3" gt ALl Za)lAl) 835 e alall (i) @l jud Cus
Sl Jslas Olsiliy meall e IS U8 (e Sleleal dsad (I MbSY) ) 868l o Y 0silall Bl 38
P sl o el Cua gl o))

3 "Aagaill semnll M Cpall dali dudia () & Ll Al ially sgln i o 1Y) sle )
sdie ualad) Gl 0 @aall Gl Bpamnll degusall T Gana sl Al Jilally N (g5
B OS5 el Ol dals (Al i dall Heli dlld an jad) @il LSl puall WA (e (o
J<ay Abaall Lo ) e Glass) ol gLl 5 il s Abldh B ppall e
A0 pe oalg dine JSG Babad) Jledal Lien oall Ogilall Cagany adBV) abuall lanaia Ll
c5abaudd) (3a DUIRY Lyg i Unydi 4] DlieY daialy

S S8 i e Pl & 1895 ale (Sungigand saalas g il (paall oo JEY slo )
A 1A 1895 sle puwall Byl caad (S5 ol el L Ollal) (6 et <))l e e3aS LG 515k
ole 5sS3al 5all Gl AesSa Cuaca 3 el s 0S5 o Balaie e Q) cpeall WL o
i) "ai ADL @l 8 L Lgde Ags (g) Blae pae (e S ) aey 1885

ol Gl ealil Al 3 ey reall lpewd WS gl o) Sl j3a conel 1 &GN cle sy
ol elgul die salia slea) e 3855 Aubld) 405 01945 alad alawis (Dhely 1943 5l (Dley
s Y Al e sdle Allha ) e e 5l Guall o o Cilimand) Jilg) g 4l allal
o Sy eda o) e Slab alauisy (Dlel Vs 5l (Dlel AY il Zuali) salud) Jail Caa

) e gl el ) o Dhell Sl s B30l o) 3 Aalans (3355 Candy Ageds DLl

Lokl
ol alaill il gaan IS8 sisby i ol leagdy OLL Ciiga o) Cpall (555 szl el )
(ol 2Seads ) ol (pa ilS L) g3 L) (55 Qlalls ¢ 5asial) ) Bline toalaes alaady

ool JlaaVls DUl 3 88 el Laly (el 53basy Aualanaly Al

! The Senkaku Islands Seeking Maritime Peace based on the Rule of Law, not force or coercion,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan,2022. Pp6-10.
105



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

mally GG Aalashial) Sl ks 5 Leie 1972 ple 8 43 Gpeall (655 2 puald) gloSY)
cooal Al s e glld) ciaily 1978 ale dalEl d8laally Dbl saalas abia i
aly Culs el Guall caila e Glaoyeall Cllaw aag ik eledV) 13 Gagads L a5
"Gl amead )

ALY B sags Al @laaaal)l 5yl e i 3ad) Al o) Jsill (Sa 238 Le PA e
ol o) Wlla oSy clgdsn lisbuall g5l paianly cualall cp Callsally 2DV cplal Blas cpdplall cp
G Lo 1)) adde sylascdl (Saall o 23nal) 13n s 4l lloadd) lg8 (slaial U gy ISally dlsale cad
danyd sl pdle Jlss Gub oAb ASHEe Bab Jga Gl Dlsall dole anlild 201 e (8,0
Ngad (5 Sue Lali (gl alal
Slaanall 5 anl AL KpeY) eV bl dey s lildly Bantall Cil¥sl ¢ Y O glaili-3
3,051 Ledliall Ban deliai pe Lagead (pall g Apbond) Bl 3 obe (S0 pals 3
st 3593 Gus Anal) — SUL Cslatl) Alae (3 A pemnd) (Spa¥) i) Jie 38 Al
31960 ale Wdlaaiy 1952 Jaliiad) a¥ls Gstaill saales ) sasiall ¥l Gl o osladl
Lgoll dllaall Gl 8 Loy oa)ls mless st () 0o GLL dalany 4050V Baaiall LYl L gan w33l
MY Jsha Ao panw slas] 20 e dejse (60 dpSue 52cl8 15 Anblll cal¥) Lo g Cua
5Ss) By0ia o Andlgll A ySesell liiall 8 agie 8 34 g2 60000 Jlss anlsi 3 UL
ol ddajall (8 LS Ba) Cpall o e Gl bl

1U.S.-Japan Relations, Congressional Research Service(CRS),September29,2025, 1F10199,
accessed January15,2026https://crsreports.congress.gov | IF10199 - VERSION 43 - UPDATED
106



https://crsreports.congress.gov/

Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

)/ 19l Ay & Saal) wLsial) (1) Adayd

-

U.S. Military Bases N
in Okinawa, Japan

le Jima m

b Ao o LN

Northern
Training Area

Camp Schwab

Camp Hansen

Senaha

Communication Kadena
Station

Ammunition
Storage Area ./

AV
/

Sobe
Communication
Site
Yomitan Aucxillary
Airfield

\— Ginbaru Training Area
: Kin Red Beach Training Area
Tengan Pier Kin Blue Beach Training Area

Torii

Communication —‘

s ~ Camp Courtne
"Y P y

—Camp

Station { Shields . 3“ q: i 71

Kadena Air Base
Camp Kuwae
Camp Zukeran

Futenma Air Station

Makiminato ﬁ\"

, White Beach Area
Awase o

4 (
3 / y ; ‘V'V;,— ' ( )
Sz:‘é'ace |~I [ Communication y
J \ Station = 7 0

Naha Port —\

Tsuken Jima
Training Area

=

\ J

Japan and
surrounding area

$ 5 ‘ Okinawa

*source: east-west center« U.S . Military Bases in

Okinawa« Japan linked:
https://share.google/Ti4d9fgtykN36¢cX9H 22/1/2026.

107


https://share.google/Ti4d9fgtykN36cX9H

Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

2025 i 7 b lelanl die Cus Gl Al 450 " 7 Al eV a5 aas
Al Legiey e W) (aidly 45aY) dealall (8" g puad Ludl Il SLLD ol)jsl) (el aa
CS) Eua cpdylal) e Jaliiall el Cygladl) Baalas Ul &,,A Lfl_\:d\ gQGJJb @A‘i\ Gglaill s Lf
el dgsil) ol iy 8 Loy Lgahad JalS Aariiess Ll e g 8l Geadl) Ll B2l sl
Alall e il iy 8 e Al OIS " ) S ¢ e lal) L e L) Lasill bl eS|
I aglSals " ¢ agagd Baniall LVl Camyan 3 S Cum QUL e g Bl Baales 8 IS5 2019
2n
2022 jaeess b il Cun Ay Ll WS Lol 5,0 Glgiadl 3 gbld) cingd
S (%1) e 5 Sunll \galasl daeLinn )yl Faalas) Lol poce vt Lae i) Lgilialicd Aoy dan)yae
OB Lae ) 0¥ a3aiy asiadl jia (8 (oSl dasll Suats (Jlaal) mill ans (e (%2)
om i s Balud) lhaaall (e 03 @3 Le e iy Y Y] sasall Gl addey Pepal) A
ol o Baa3l dpaill aimall gli el e (Sl bl G 3] Alcasdd)l g Bl Guall
2ol ae Lol 4l LS dalaidll 3 eV dsasll (alB 52 a8V il (ghiy (31 el
cladll Hlgs s Al dalai®¥) Wialls S0 dai i ey Gl dabias Gl " aaal) S5aY)
2 dllie ol Wbl e Jeati o) el (o Basial) LYY s 4y cpeal) pe @lBle b

. Blieny

- e

The White House, United States- Japan Joint Leaders, Statement, February7,2025 accessed
January 15,2026 link: https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/02/united-states-
Japan-joint-leaders-statement/

2 CNBC, Trump questions Japan defense pact, says if US is attacked, ‘they can watch on a Sony
television’, Jun 26 2019, accessed January 15,2026 link:
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/26/trump-questions-whether-postwar-defense-agreement-with-
japan-is-fair.html
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Journal of Contemporary EAST ASIA Studies, Vol10,No,1.(Apr2021),pp18-19.
109



Tikrit Journal for Political Sciences 1 (42) (2026) 95-118

Sl (8 2023 Aslldl Zalal) slaill dakiie clsbasy laday 2024 alall cpall (g)lad el
Oe Wan il Lad %17.6 (Ll clpla sl (o guall das cirly ()3 Jae e Sl
Sl L clall (S adiel 2024 Celasy ik %20.2 s Jaeasy %22.5 Syl
Oe Ilgl aa) Ll &l Sl (g)a) Aug <N adady Cilaaag CDlasall oladl i e Gl
bl V) L) aas al Lad il Gadlal cupalall Clase (Y Lat¥) Cilane il cpeall
Sl Cpall 2 Gua 2023 Lladb Al %6.1 Layss salse J¥en Jble 3.4 paall B UL
2023 @libas) ua Gpall Ll il sl Ll €1 Gl dlbidy bl i )ldiul dgag
Aipall Jia3 Gaeall ) im Las 2023 g€l Ll 31060 aall (8 Asbld) GlSHEN £ 8 220 4l
bl Al ddes A Jsall LY
Al o Alolal) Luad8Y) 2SN Al Jein pe 43l Jaadl Al Ll 855 cilily ) 5252l
Dbl 337.7 JJoa I ddl slaill Jleal 8 558 Cagd el 13 clebaas) 6 2022 by b
Lot (%3.2) dsbld) cwhaliall Jaa (A 523 At cul€ Gus (%10.2)0 cujglat 5oy Aty Y0
MY QLI (gylan cliyd 5S) a3 cpall () (e a2l ee (%16.2) Call (e Lgly)lg duaa il
Gl Lasys 2023 ale Luji (%2) duedy dgial Hlaill Jaee 3 Bagale aliasl ) i clelas!
V2022 ble daall Gpe il Wglabid Ll i e Al Gpaldl G gl ) age b
Jolay aa¥) Asall i) s (e %2 A (Sl il ans dielias I DA (e ks
Y o e e (S calaila Cun Bl Duadlad) Coal) S g QUL A8 A BBl a9 2027 e
lilia IS Liayl el dasbad) lgind) Al aa¥) gl g (% 1)) (5Suall glil dan jlas

2ol ks dvinea Cilglyal

Lapan Ministry of foreign affairs , April 2024 accessed 18 Jan2026 link
https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/100540401.pdf
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See: shareef, A. G., & Tawfeeq, saif N. (2023). The Sino-Japanese relations in light of the dispute
over the East China Sea. Tikrit Journal For Political Science, 1(31), 239-272.
https://doi.org/10.25130/tjfps.v1i31.46
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Conclusion:
Interdependence can be considered a set of rules that explain the behavior

of states and international actors in their interactions with each other. It involves
analyzing the motivations behind these interactions, whether these rules are based
on power and hegemony or shared interests, as in trade relations. It also examines
the motives for increasing and sustaining these interactions in a way that reduces
the intensity of international competition or increases opportunities for cooperation.
Furthermore, the existence of influential powers that accept the status quo and are
unlikely to pursue unilateral expansionist goals is essential for the emergence of
international consensus. Balance—-of-power systems simply cannot survive under
these circumstances. Regarding Japanese—Chinese relations, since "all influential
powers in today's world have come to agree on a shared vision of what constitutes
an acceptable status quo—namely, maximizing gains and minimizing the costs of
competition—the chances of cooperation are likely to increase, overshadowing the
balance—of-power system and leading to a system of consensus. The theory of
the balance of interests, by focusing on differences in actors' preferences, can
explain this shift. This can be applied to Japanese—Chinese relations. Despite the
numerous factors that can influence the nature of bilateral relations between the
two parties, the hypothesis of cooperation remains most likely than the competition,
Therefore, the cost of security competition and the opportunities for Japanese-
Chinese economic equilibrium tip the scales in favor of a balance of interests and
regulate the pace of "security competition" to keep it within the controlled range at
least in the foreseeable future, unless there is direct intervention from a dominant
(external) power that re—tipes the balance of security competition and affects the

balance of interests.

1. Transformation of the Bilateral Relationship Pattern:Japan—China relations
are no longer governed by traditional interdependence; rather, they have shifted to a
new pattern based on managing competition within the boundaries of shared
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interests. This reflects a broader transformation in the structure of the international
system toward multipolarity.

2. Primacy of Balance of Interests over Balance of Power:The study
demonstrates that the theory of balance of interests is more capable of explaining the
behavior of the two states compared to balance of power or threat theories, as both
parties seek to maximize gains and minimize the costs of conflict rather than engage
in direct confrontation.

3. Persistence of the Interplay between Cooperation and Competition:Japan—
China relations exhibit a complex nature that combines economic cooperation with
security competition, making them a model of “strategic coexistence” in
contemporary international relations.

4. The Decisive Role of Economic Determinants:The RCEP agreement has
contributed to strengthening economic interdependence between the two parties and
has become a mechanism for constraining security competition by raising the costs
of escalation, thereby encouraging both sides to maintain stability.

5. Impact of the American Factor:The U.S.—Japan security alliance represents one
of the most significant determinants of tension with China, acting as a pressure factor
that intensifies security competition and limits the prospects for strategic trust
between the two sides.

6. Continued Influence of Historical and Geopolitical Factors:Historical
memory and regional disputes (such as the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands) remain latent
factors that can trigger escalation; however, they continue to be constrained by
economic interests.

7. The Likelihood of Cooperation in the Foreseeable Future:Available evidence
suggests that the high costs of security competition, compared to substantial
economic returns, make cooperation—or “controlled competition”—the most likely
scenario in the near term.

8. Potential Shift toward Conditional Consensus:In light of the growing
acceptance among major powers of maximizing gains and minimizing losses,
relations may evolve toward a form of relative international consensus rather than
open conflict, particularly if external interventions are managed.

9. Fragility of this Balance:The balance of interests between Japan and China
remains fragile and susceptible to disruption, especially in the event of intervention
by a dominant external power (such as the United States) or the escalation of regional
security tensions.
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