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former President Zine EI Abidine Ben Ali's regime, the political and
social dynamics in Tunisia experienced a major shift. Multiple
political parties were allowed, and freedom of expression was
granted, enabling Tunisia to move towards a democratic system.
Transitional governments were formed, and general elections were
held in 2011 and 2014. A new constitution was adopted in 2014.
Despite political transformations, Tunisia has managed to maintain its
strong national and cultural identity.

However, Tunisia has faced significant challenges after the
revolution, including economic weakness and high unemployment
rates, leading to political and social polarization. The country has
witnessed social tensions and protests in recent years.
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Conclusion :

Findings :

The study has concluded several resultsrelated to the analysis of convergence or
divergence in establishing the foundations of a civil state in Tunisia and Egypt
after the Arab Spring. These findings are as follows:

1. ldentity is a complex concept that requires its own specific definition. Its
dimensions are diverse and intertwined, making it difficult to define precisely with
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fixed components. However, adopting it from a purely philosophical perspective
that starts from individual analysis allows for the possibility of adapting the
concept within other scientific fields that rely on broader and higher units of
analysis, such as the state.

2. ldentity is not a fixed concept; it isa renewable project that is influenced by the
present and aspires to the future, depending on the developments in the narrow and
wider environment. It is a dynamic and adaptable framework.

3. Thereissignificant convergencein the concept of civility in both Tunisia and
Egypt, asit is based on excluding absolute Islamic reference in building national
identity, according to the contents of the constitutions in both countries. However,
there isa slight difference in Tunisia, where civil identity ismore flexible in terms
of societal identity, as it does not impose restrictions on the rising Islamic spectrum
or hinder its daily practices. This is related to the cultural background of the
Tunisian society, which is more open to the Western world. In contrast, the Islamic
spectrum in Egypt, despite its deep-rootedness in society, faces restrictions and
surveillance since its existence (the history of the Muslim Brotherhood movement).
4. The Tunisian constitution explicitly states the nature of the state as "Tunisia is a
civil state," whilethe Egyptian constitution does not explicitly mention it. This can
be interpreted as Tunisia genuinely intending to exclude all actors outside the
framework of the concept of citizenship (religion and the military), while Egypt
exempted the military institution from exclusion.

5. Therole of the military institution in political life differs between Tunisia and
Egypt. In Tunisia, the military had no decisive role in managing state affairs,
which relied on the police security apparatus. This is evidenced by the fact that the
Minister of Defense is a civilian, and the military institution did not present a
presidential candidate, while its voices remained free and distributed among
various political forces. On the other hand, the military played a pivotal role in
directing the paths of democratictransition in Egypt. This is in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution that directly link this institution to the presidency.
This can be explained by the political history of Egypt, which has been accustomed
to the military institution choosing presidents, regardless of the civil nature of the
state, as evidenced by the military's return to power after the ousting of the elected
Islamist president.
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6. The nature of the state differs between Tunisia and Egypt. Tunisiais a peripheral
state, although its neighboring environment is currently tense. Egypt, on the other
hand, isa regional and pivotal statein a region plagued by conflicts and disputes.
Its proximity to Palestine and Israel makes it strategically important due to the
security considerations of the region and the Western world, which is hostile to
Islamic religious states like Iran.

7. Despite the involvement of the religious trend in both models with the same
strength and performance in seeking to impose Islamic identity, there is a
fundamental difference between the two cases. The Muslim Brotherhood/Salafist
trend in Egypt has a strong and deep-rooted influence in achieving its goal,
drawing its strength from the historical legacy and accumulations produced over
the past century. In contrast, the Islamist trend led by the Ennahda Partyin Tunisia
weakened in achievingthe same result. The results of the presidential elections
revealed that the real influence of this trend is not derived from intellectual or
ideological accumulation or spontaneous social cohesion, but rather from the
negative counterbalance to the previous regime and its presence in the political
scene, which was a temporary stroke of luck that did not last long in Tunisia.
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