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e countries of the Balkan Peninsula from the important geostrategic position of the region in drawing

e United States of America
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¢ Regional complexities and of strength and ability that it employs to exercise influence.

historical tensions

¢ Objectives of promoting stability

or regional position through control and influence over strategic

interests of international and regional powers seeking to benefit

up its policies and strategies in the future, in light of the elements

influence in the region, Which necessitates the Balkan countries

and democracy to take policies and build internal and external relations in their
;Iﬁaor:i:sf military cooperation and regional surroundings with the international and regional powers
e Counterterrorism efforts and in order to be able to achieve their interests and goals in light of

security enhancement the existing competition, which makes the visions about the future
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economic strategies to build an important future role in order to

achieve their goals.
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conclusions

we conclude that the extermnal environment in the Balkans, both international and

regional, has been characterized by the clear dominance of the United States of
America, which led to the subordination of the foreign political decision of some
Balkan countriesto the United States of America, which forced the Balkan countries
to take shelter under the security umbrella. The United States and NATO, as most
of them were considered important allies of the United States of America, because
they found in them the strength that helped them stabilize their political, security,
economic and military conditions. its competitors.
Despite the points and elements of strength that the United States of America
possesses, which qualify it as it is now to lead the international political system in
general and achieve hegemony in the Balkans and outperform the rest of the
competing international and regional powers, there are weaknesses that permeate
that strengthand are accompanied by the inability to ignore the role and policies of
those Other competing international and regional powers that have roles and
movements that cannot be tured a blind eye to, in addition to the positions of some
Balkan countries supporting some of them, which makes this possibility not the most
likely one, butall the roles and policies of the competing powers must be taken into
account, while not neglecting their disparity in power and level of influence. Not
forgetting the role of the Balkan countries, whatever the level of influence and
strength.

Itis clearthat the interest of the United States of Americain the Balkans after the
Cold War stems from the American awareness of the importance and role of that
region in stopping Russian expansion there after the Cold War. As the Balkan
countries, which faced many crises and complex problems, are one of the most
important issues in the conflict file between Russia and the United States of America
and its allies in the European Union, which seeks to overcome many difficulties and
problems while making some concessions, in orderto build important alliances with
these countriesin A way to weaken the Russian role in the region and obtain new
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gains. Russia also sought to win over the neighboring western Balkan countries by
making promises of military support in addition to its threat to dominate energy
markets. Russia istryingto returnto theinternational arena through several outlets,
the most important of which is the Balkans. Especially since it brings it together with
some of the latter's Orthodox countries, and itsgigantic project, the southern pipeline
to supply Europe with gas, which aimsto achieve strategicgoals in Europe, passes
through the Balkans. Russian attempts to regain a solid foothold in southeastern
Europe have been renewed with Putin's accession to the presidency, and the
Kremlin's feeling that the United States of America and European countries have
come close to imposing a suffocating blockade on Russia, in an effort to neutralize
and curtail its role, not only in the Balkans, but also in the Middle East. Caucasus
and Central Asia in general.

312



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 4 (30) (2022) 280-314

References:
Books

1. Ibrahim Qassem Darwish, Huntington's Clash of Civilizations, A Geopolitical Study, (lraqg:
Kurdistan Center for Strategic Studies, 2008), p.110

2. ive Lacoste, The Political Geography of the Mediterranean, translated by: Zahida Darwish, 1st
Edition, (Abu Dhabi: Abu Dhabi for Culture and Heritage 2010, p. 381.

3. Alexander Dugin, The Foundations of Geopolitics, Russia's Geopolitical Future, Translated by
Imad Hatem, (Abu Dhabi: United New Book House, 2004), p. 397.

4. Muhammad al-Sammak, Religious Exploitation in Political Conflict, 1st Edition (Beirut: Dar
Al-Nafais for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 2000), p. 95.

5. Dimitrov, E., I. Vladev, M. Stoyanova., “Geography ofthe Balkan countries*, Bishop Konstanti
Preslavsky”, ( Shumen :University press, 2006) p.19

6. Steven Woehrel, Future of the Balkans and U.S. Policy Concerns,( USA :Congressional
Research Service, 2009),

7. Thomas E., Graham Jonathan E. Levitsky, Esq., Cameron P. & Frank G. Wisner, Time for
Action in the Western Balkans Policy Prescriptions for American Diplomacy, (New York :
EastWest Institute, 2018), p.p6-12

8. Cameron, F., The European Union's role in the Balkans. In: Blitz, B. (ed) War and change in
the Balkans,(LONDON: Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2006. P.12

9. Arlinda Rrustemi, Rob de Wijk, Connor Dunlop, Jovana Perovska & Lirije Palushi,
Geopolitical Influences of External Powers in the Western Balkans, (London :The Hague Centre
for Strategic Studies, 2018), p.p6-13.

10. Ivo H. Daalder, Getting to Dayton: The Making of America’s Bosnia Policy, (Washington,
DC: Brookings Institution, 2000), p.p12-21.

11. Robert L. Hutchings, American Diplomacy and the End of the Cold War: An Insider’s
Account of US Diplomacy in Europe, 1989-1992 (Washington, DC: Woodrow Wilson

12. Center Press, 1997): Hal Brands, Making the Unipolar Moment : U.S. Foreign Policy and the
Rise of the Post-Cold War Order (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2016), p.323

13. Susan L. Woodward, Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution After the Cold War,
(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 1997), p.p56-59

14. Michael S. Lund, “Preventive Diplomacy for Macedonia, 1992-1999: From Containment to
Nation Building,” in Opportunities Missed, Opportunities Seized: Preventive Diplomacy in the
Post- Cold War World, ed. Bruce W. Jentleson (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000),
p.p173-208.

15. Cato handbook for congress, Moving on in the Balkans, Washington, D.C.,( Washington:
2011), p.512

16. Marvin Kalb and Deborah Kalb, “Clinton: The First Baby-Boomer President,” in Haunting
Legacy: Vietham and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama (Washington, DC:
Brookings Institution, 2011), p.p150-85.

Journals :

1.lvan Vejvoda, the impact of the United States, Resilience in the Western Balkans, EU Institute
for Security Studies, report N0.36, (Paris:2017), p.p37-42.

2.Press Conference by the President” (The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, April 24,
1999). Awidely read National Intelligence Estimate issued in November 1998 similarly concluded
that “the October agreement indicates that Milosevic is susceptible to outside pressure.” Elaine

313



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 4 (30) (2022) 280-314

Sciolino and Ethan Bronner, “How a President, Distracted by a Scandal, Entered Balkan War,”
New York Times, April 18, 1999, p. 13.

3.Ivo H. Daalder and Michael E. O’Hanlon, The United States in the Balkans: There to Stay, The
Center for Strategic and International Studies and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, The
Washington Quarterly,( Washington :2000), pp.157-170.

4 Ivan Krastev, “The Balkans are the Soft Underbelly of Europe,” Financial Times, January 14,
2015.

5.Bertrand G. Ramcharan, The International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia : Official
Papers, The Hague: Den Haag, 1997, p.22

6. Stephen Van Evera, “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War,” International Security 18, no.
4, 1994,

7 Richard G. Lugar, “NATO: Out of Area or Out of Business: A Call for US Leadership to
Revive and Redefine the Alliance” (Remarks delivered to the Open Forum of the US
Department of State, August 2, 1993).

8.Ahmet Funda Tezok, The Future Of The Balkans is in Europe What About The Past and The

Present?, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,( Turkey:2010), p. 20.

9.Dana Priest, “Air Commander Says He Would Have Bombed Belgrade First,” Washington Post,
October 22, 1999, p. 34

10. Fahd Abdul Rahman bin Hamad, The Balkans are the key to global control, a geopolitical
study on the Balkans, Journal of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Qatar University,
Issue 24, (Doha: 2001), p. 7.

11. nizar Ismail Abdel Latif, Russian-Turkish rivalry over the Balkans after the Cold War, Journal
of Political Science, Issue 37, College of Political Science, University of Baghdad, (Baghdad:
2009), p.210

12. Musa Al-Zoghbi, The Comprehensive Strategy of the United States: A War on Competitors,
Enemies and Friends, Journal of Political Thought, Issue 21, Arab Writers Union, (D amascus:
2005), p. 29.

Internet :

1. Paul B. Stares, “Preventive Priorities Survey, 2018,” Council on Foreign Relations, New
York (December 2017), Avilable at:

https://www.cfr.org/sites/default/files/report pdf/PPS 2018 Web.pdf

2. Dimitar Bechev, Russia’s strategic interests and tools of influence in the Western
Balkans, Atlantic council, 20 Dec. 2019. Avilable at:
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/russia-strategic-interests-and-tools-of-
influence-in-the-western-balkans/

314


https://www.cfr.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/PPS_2018_Web.pdf
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/expert/dimitar-bechev/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/russia-strategic-interests-and-tools-of-influence-in-the-western-balkans/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/russia-strategic-interests-and-tools-of-influence-in-the-western-balkans/

